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ters is too well acquainted with hu- 


man Nature, to be in the leaſt ſurpriſed at 
the reception they have met with ; that is, 


that they have been much liked, much cen- 
ſured, and little aſſented to: Truth, he 
knows, has at all times been ſo received; 
for tho' by her native beauty ſhe is ſure to 
charm, yet from her repugnancy to moſt 


mens intereſts ſhe is ſeldom welcome: po- 


liticians are afraid of her, parties deteſt her, 
and all profeſſions agree, that ſhe is mad, 
and very dangerous if ſuffered to go about 
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in publick : he knows, that mankind live 
all in maſquerade, and that whoever pre- 
ſumes tocome amongſt them barefaced muſt 
expect to be abuſed by the whole Aſſembly: 
he could therefore have no motive for thus 
imparting his free ſentiments to the publick, 
except the dictates of his own heart, which 
tell him, that it is every man's duty, who 
comes into the world, to uſe his beſt endea- 
vours, however inſignificant, to leave it as 
much wiſer, and as much better as he can. 
Induced by this motive alone heat firſt un- 
dertook this Inquiry; and now, actuated by 
the ſame principle, and unprovoked by all 
the ſenſeleſs miſapprehenſions, and malici- 
ous miſconſtructions, with which it has 
been tortured, he will here, with all poſ- 
fible conciſeneſs, endeavour to explain thoſe 
parts of it, which have been ſo miſunder- 
ſtood, or miſrepreſented, and give ſatisfag 

tion 
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tion to all, who are either able or willing to 
underſtand it. 


The firſt Letter treats of Evils in gene- 
ral, and endeavours to prove, that they all 
owe their exiſtence, not to any voluntary 
admiſſion of a benevolent Creator, but to 
the neceſſity of their own natures, that is, to 
the impoſſibility of excluding them from 
any ſyſtem of created beings whatever; and 
that in all ſuch ſyſtems, however wiſely con- | 
trived, they muſt have, and muſt at all 
times have had a place. Againſt this, but 
one material objection has been urged ; 
which is this, that, in order to make room 
for this neceſſity of Evil, the real exiſtence 
of a paradiſiacal ſtate is repreſented as at all 
times impoſſible ; and conſequently, the 
Moſaick account of that ſtate is utterly ex- 
2 on which the whole fabrick of the 

B 2 Chriſ- 
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Chriſtian Religion! is erected. How far the 
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literal belief of that account is eſſential to 


the true faith of a Chriſtian, need not be 


here decided; becauſe not the leaſt mention 


of it is made in this Letter: and therefore 
this objection is intirely founded on a miſ- 
take. The argument there made uſe of, is 


only this, that ſome have endeavoured to 


juſtify the goodneſs of God from the intro- 
duction of Evil, by aſſerting, that at the 
beginning there was no ſuch thing, but that, 
at firſt, all creation came out of his omni- 
Z potent hand, endued with abſolute perfecti- 
on, and free from all Evil, both natural and 


moral : to ſhew, that this was an ancient 


opinion, ſome lines are quoted from Ovid's 
Metamorphoſis, deſcribing the Golden Age, 


in ſuch a ſtate of perfect happineſs and in- 


nocence; on which the Author, thinking 
them to be no part of any one's Creed, ima- 


| gined 


dreams, and inchanting fables. This bears 
not the leaſt reference to the Moſaick Ac- 


far from being deſcribed, that the Serpent, 


the propeſition” here afferted. 


that Evils of Imperfection are in truth no 
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gmed himſelf at liberty to obſerve, that 
from the nature of man, and the nature of 
this terreſtrial globe, which he inhabits, the 
real exiſtence of ſuch a ſtate ſeemed impoſ- 
ſible ; and therefore, that theſe deſcriptions. 
of it could be nothing more, than amuſing 


count of Paradiſe, in which ſuch a State of 
abſolute perfection, void of all Evil, is ſo 


or the Devil, the parent of all Evil, is one 
of the principal characters of that Hiſtory ; 
which therefore by no means contradicts - 


51S 


The ſecond Letter undertakes to ſhew, 


Evils at all; but only the abſence of com- 
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parative g good, reſulting ſokly from the ne- 
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ceſſary inferiority of ſome Beings with re- 
card to others, which cannot be prevented 
in a ſyſtem of creation, whoſe very eſſence 
conſiſts in a chain of ſubordination, de- 
icending from infinite perfection to abſo- 
lute nothing. To this likewiſe one objec- 
tion only has been made; which is, that no 
ſuch chain of ſubordinate Beings, reaching 
from infinite perfection to abſolute nothing, 
can, in fact, exiſt; for this notable reaſon ; 
becauſe no being can approach next to infi- 
nite perfection; nor any be contiguous to 
nothing. But this argument being no more 
chan a quibble on metaphyſical terms, to 
which no preciſe ideas are affixed, neither 
deſerves, nor is capable of an anſwer. 


The third Letter treats of Natural Evils; 
and attempts to ſhew that moſt of theſe, 
which we complain of, are derived like- 

| | wiſe 
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wiſe from the ſame ſource; that is, from 


the. imperfection of our natures, and our 


ſtation in the univerſal ſyſtem : to this are 


added three conjectures ; firſt, that many of 


our miſeries may be owing to {me ſecret, 


but invincible diſpoſition in the nature of 
things, that renders it impracticable to pro- 


duce pleaſure excluſive of pain; a certain 


degree of which muſt therefore be endured 


by individuals, for the happineſs and well- 
being of the whole: ſecondly, that many 
other of our miſeries may be inflicted on us 
by the agency of ſuperior Beings, to whoſe 
benefit they may poſſibly be as conducive 
as the deaths and ſufferings of inferior ani- 
mals are to ours: and, laſtly, that by the 
ancient doctrine of Tranſmigration, the mi- 
ſeries, which for the ſake of general utility 
we are obliged to ſuffer in one life, may be 
recompenſed in another, and ſo the divine 
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goodneſs be ſufficiently juſtified Ran the 
admiſſion of them all. To every one of 
"theſe ſome objections have been made: 
againſt the firſt it has been alledged, that 
this impracticability to produce pleaſure, | 
without Pain, whence ariſes this utility of 
the ſufferings of individuals for the good 
of the whole, is merely a production of 
the Author $ own daring imagination, 
founded on no reaſon, and ſupported by 
no proof. To which' he anſwers, that he 
propoſes it as a conjecture only; but cannot 
think it ill founded, ſince it is confirmed 
by the appearance of every thing around 
us, and ſince it is reaſonable to believe, 
that a benevolent Creator would not have 
permitted his creatures to have ſuffered on 
any other terms. In ridicule of the ſe- 
cond W it bas been aſked, with an 

3 | REL. air 
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air of humour, whether we can think it 
credible, that ſuperior beings ſhould ride, 
or hunt, or roaſt, or eat us, as we make 
uſe of inferior animals? Which queſtion is 
moſt properly to be anſwered by another: 
whether, in the unbounded ſyſtem of crea- 
tion, there may not be numberleſs methods, 
by which beings of different orders may be 
ſubſervient to each others uſes, totally above 
the reach of our comprehenſions? To 
doubt of which would be like the incredu-. 
lity of the ignorant peaſant, who can ſcarce 
be perſuaded to believe that there is any 
thing in the world, ſome ſpecimen of which. 
he has not beheld within the narrow limits 
of his own pariſh. To the laſt it is objected, 
that the doctrine of Tranſmigration being 
only the fanciful and exploded opinion of 
ſome ancient Philoſophers, in the times of 
darkneſs, ought not, by the Author, to 
| have 
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have been here advanced in direct contra- 
diction to the faith and tenets of the Chriſ- 
tian religion: to which he replies, that he 
neither propoſes this doctrine as an article 

of his own belief, or impoſes it on others; 
but mentions it only as the moſt rational 
conjecture of the human mind, uninformed 
by ſupernatural aſſiſtance concerning a fu- 
ture ſtate: that it is confirmed by Revela- 
tion he does not pretend, but that it directly 
contradicts it, by no means appears; fo ſi- 
lent are the Scriptures concerning the ſtate 
of the ſoul between death and the reſutrecti- 
on, that the molt learned divines ſtill widely 
differ on that ſubject; ſome maintaining that 
it enters immediately into a ſtate of retribu- 
tion; others, of ſleep; and others, of pur- 
gation from paſt offences : why therefore 
is it more repugnant to the ſenſe of theſe 
writings, to ſuppoſe, that it may poſſibly 
animate 
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animate other bodies during that period, 
and, at the laſt day, receive ſuch puniſh- 
ments or rewards as is due on the whole 
account of its paſt behaviour? Thus the 
probability of every one of theſe conjectures 
| ſeems to be ſufficiently eſtabliſhed, and they 
appear perfectly conſiſtent with reaſon, and 
not at all contradictory to revelation. 


The fourth Letter endeavours to account 
for Moral Evil : the moſt arduous part of 
the whole undertaking ; to which end it at- 
tempts to ſhew, that the common opinion, 
which derives it ſolely from the abuſe of 
free-will in man, is ineffectual for that pur- 
poſe; and that therefore, though its very 
eſſence conſiſts in the production of natu- 
ral Evil, yet it could never have been ad- 
mitted into the works of a juſt and bene- 
ficent Creator, if it had not ſome remote 
and collateral tendency to univerſal good, 


by 
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by anſwering ſome ends beneficial to the 
immenſe and incomprehenſible whole : 
one of which may poſſibly be the conver- 


ſion of unpreventable miſeries into juſt pu- 


niſhment by the production of guilt, with- 
out which they muſt have been inflicted WB 


on perfect innocence. To this account of 


the Origin of Moral Evil, not only many 
weighty objections have been made, but 
on it many imputations have been laid, of 


a moſt formidable nature, as that it makes 


God the cauſe of all wickedneſs, deſtroys 


Free-will in man, and conſequently roots 
up the foundation of all Virtue and Mora- 
| lity whatever; and it is, moreover, charged 


with inconſiſtency and ſelf- contradiction 


thro? every part. To all this the Author 
replies only, that he 1s aſſured, that, if any 


intelligent reader will peruſe the whole Let- 


ter together with candor, and attention, it 


will 


1 


©. 
9 


ill 


ſeen wrong elections, by which the whole 


PRE FAC E. . xii 


will evidently appear that theſe accuſations 
are entirely groundleſs. He makes no man- 


ner of doubt, but that man is endued with 


Free-will, and is juſtly puniſhable for the 
abuſe of it; and hopes he has ſo expreſſed 
himſelf, through this whole piece, as to 
leave no uncertainty of his opinion on that 
queſtion: all he means is, that though the 
abuſe of Free-will is undoubtedly the im- 
mediate cauſe of Moral Evil, yet it cannot 


from thence derive its original admiſſion 


into the works of a benevolent Creator; 
becauſe man, not being a ſelf-exiſtent and 
independent being, muſt receive that Will 
itſelf, together with his nature and forma- 


tion, from the ſupreme Author of all things: 


for which reaſon he cannot apprehend, that 
the general wickedneſs of mankind can 
be an accident proceeding from their unfore- 


be- 


* 
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benevolent ſyſtem is defeated ; but muſt be 
a part, and a material part too, of the ori- 


ginal plan of creation, wiſely calculated by 
the incomprehenſible operations of vice, and 
puniſhment, to promote the good and hap- 
pineſs of the whole. For, to aſſert, that any 
thing has happened which God did not in- 
tend, or that he intended any thing which 
did not happen, is a language, which may 
be allowed to the Poet, or the Orator, but 
never to the Philoſopher; unleſs we can ſup- 
poſe, that Omniſcience can be diſappointed, 
and Omnipotence defeated. As to Incon- 
ſiſtency, he denies not the charge; but be- 
lieves he is not more inconſiſtent thin all 
who have undertaken to write on the ſame 
ſubject: the Scriptures themſelves are guilty 
of the ſame ſeeming inconſiſtency on this 
head; they all repreſent Man as a Being 
perfectly free, puniſhable, and puniſhed for | 
n 


* 


his miſbehaviour; yet as conſtantly ſpeak 
of him as a creature deriving all his thought, 


will, and diſpoſitions from his Creator, and 
| under his perpetual influence, and direction: 
the appearance of inconſiſtency in which 


two propoſitions, both undoubtedly true, 


| proceeds only from our ignorance in the na- 


ture, and limits of free-will, and divine in- 


fluence, and our inability to comprehend 


them. In the latter part of this Letter, a 
few hints are flung out, to ſhew that on 
the principles of the foregoing theory ſome 
of the moſt abſtruſe doctrines of the Chriſ- 
tian revelation, of original fin, grace, pre- 
deſtination, and vicarious puniſhment might 
be rendered reconcileable to the ſtricteſt rea- 
ſon; a propoſal from whence ſurely much 
advantage might accrue to the cauſe of 
Chriſtianity in general, and by which poſſi- 
bly ſome articles of our own Church might 

3 be 
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be proved to be much leſs incompatible 


with common ſenſe than they are thought 
to be by all thoſe, who will not ſubſcribe 
them, and by many, who do: with this, 


two claſſes of men are particularly offen- 


ded ; the rational diſſenters, as they pleaſe | 


to call themſelves, and the Methodiſts : the 


former of theſe having arbitrarily expunged 
out of their Bibles every thing, which ap- 
pears to them contradictory to reaſon, that 
is, to their own reaſon, or in other words, 
every thing which they cannot underſtand, 
are diſpleaſed to ſee thoſe tenets explained, 
which they have thought proper to reject: 


the latter having embraced theſe very doc- 


trines only becauſe they appeared unintel- 
ligible, are unwilling to ſee them cleared up, 
and afraid leſt thoſe dark and thorny covers 
ſhould be laid open, under which they 
have'ſo long ſheltered themſelves from the 

rays 
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nas of reaſon : with either of theſe all de- 
- IH bate would be vain, and yſcleſs, becauſe the 
- WH ft; though for the moſt part honeſt, re- 
„ ligious and learned men, are unable to 
. WH comprebend any resſoning, which ſoars 
> WH above the limits of their own confined lite- 
e rature, and education 3 and the others are 
determined te liſten to 20 regſoning at all, 
having with all reaſon and common · ſenſę 
declared eternal warfare. 


Sg | | e 
„rue deſign of che fifth Letter is to ſhew, 
„ chat jo the goyernment of ſuch imperfect 


eatures as men over each other there muſt 
be much unavoidable Exil: æhat all human 


* governments, whether gf dhe monarchica, 
5 popular, or mixed kinds, were E Hrſt foun· 


ded on force or intereſt, and maſt Ver be 
ſupported by the ſame means, chat is, by 


muſt 


e u Or — both of which 


—— 


that theſe ought not to be imputed to God, 


without the total alteration of human na- 
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* leſſened by the diminution of Moral E- 
rived ; and therefore that we ought quietly 


not ariſe to any intolerable degree, and to 


fectual, that is, the amendment of our own. 


faction, ſhould call up againſt the Author 
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muſt be productive of innumerable Evils : 
becauſe he could not have prevented them 


ture; much leſs can they be eradicated by 
men; but that they may in ſome meaſure 


vil, from which all Political Evils are de- 
to ſubmit to theſe Evils, when they do 


apply principally that remedy to the faults 
of government, which 1s ever the moſt ef- 


It is no wonder, that a leſſon ſo diſagree- | 
able to the reſtleſs humours of moſt men, 
and fo repugnant to the arts and ends of 


many opponents, who have liberally be- 
ſtowed on him the titles of an enemy to 
Iberer, 
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Liberty, and an advocate for corruption, 


with the ſame Juſtice that a phyſician might 
be ſtiled an enemy to health, and an advo- 


cate for the gout, who in that diſtemper 
preſcribes patience, and temperance, rather 


| than ſuch inflaming medicines as might 


convert it into a more dangerous diſeaſe. 


All that he has aſſerted in this Letter a- 
mounts to no more than this: that no go- 
vernment can ſubſiſt without ſome prinei- 


ple of governing; that is, that men cannot 
be governed without ſome means by which 
their obedience can be obtained; a pro- 
poſition, which ſeems as inconteſtible, as 
that every effect muſt have a cauſe. That 
all government, muſt be diſagreeable to 
thoſe who are governed 18 demonſtrable 
from the nature and eſſence of government 
itſelf, which being nothing more than a 
compulſion of individuals to act in ſuch a 

C 2 man- 
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manner in ſupport of ſociety as they are 
neither wife nor honeſt enough to do from 
the ſuggeſtions of their own heads, or hearts, 
this compulſion muſt be contrary to both 
their judgments, and inclinations, and con- 
ſequently diſagreeable, and for that reaſon 
perpetually reſiſted : ſome method mult | : 
therefore be made uſe of to overcome this 
reſiſtance, and what that method can be, 
except force, or intereſt, he cannot find out: 
he is an advocate for neither, except from 

- their neceſſity; and, if any one will point 

© Out another, he will readily declare his diſ- 
approbation of them both. 
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The fixth and daft Letter proceeds upon 
the fame plan as the reſt, and endeavours 
to ſhew, that religious Evil, that is, che 
defects ſo viſible in all human religions, 
and the miſchicyous conſequences reſulting 


from 


— Rr F CEE 
* 323 LE. 2 


P RE FAC E. xi 


from them, are not owing to any want of 
wiſdom or goodneſs in our Creator, but 
proceed, like all others, from our nature, 
and ſituation, and the impracticability of 
giving a perfect religion to an imperfect 
creature. In order to explain this, it was 
neceſſary to point out the particular imper- 
fections, which in fact do exiſt i ia all human 
religions, whether natural or revealed; not 
with any deſign to depreciate the one, or 
to invalidate the authority of the other, but 
only to account for them conſiſtently with 
God's wiſdom and benevolence : thoſe 
charged upon natural religion have been 
readily enough agreed to, but thoſe imput- 
ed to revelation have offended many, who 
have from thence conſidered the whole of 
this Inquiry as intended ſecretly to under- 
mine the foundations of Chriſtianity, than 
which nothing can be more averſe from 
the intentions as well as from the ſenti- 
ch ©: ments 
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ments of the Author : but indeed many 
late deiſtical writers have attacked that re- 
ligion ſo unfairly by inſinuating many ca- 
vils, which they dared not expreſs, that 
they have made it very difficult for any one 
to treat freely on that ſubject, without in- 
curring the ſuſpicion of the ſame infince- 
- rity : of all ſuch diſingenuous artifices the 
Author fincerely declares his utmoſt deteſ. 
tation, and begs to be underſtood to mean 
all that he expreſſes, and nothing more: 
he ſolemnly profeſſes that by recouating 
_ theſe imperfections, he is ſo far from enter- 
taining any ſecret deſigns deſtructive to that 
ſacred inſtitution, that by it he intended 
not only to wreſt out of the hands of infi- 
delity thoſe weapons, with which it has ever 
been moſt ſucceſsfully aſſaulted, but al- 
ſo to obviate all thoſe doubts and difficul- 
ties, which frequently occur to the minds 


of 
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of kh men, though no infidels, on 
viewing the deplorable ſtate in which all 
human religion has continued throughout 
all ages, and the ineffectual aſſiſtance it has 
received even from this divine interpoſi- | 
tion itſelf, by no means exempted from 
numberleſs Evils, and imperfections: to 
| thoſe, who perceive none of theſe Imper- 
fections, and conſequential Evils, he means 
not to write, nor deſires to let in any new 
light on their tender organs, which can 
ſerve only to diſturb their preſent repoſe ; 
nor does he aſpire to the honour of work- 
ing for thoſe middle-ſized underſtandings, 
who can be well fitted with ready-made ar- 
guments from every Pulpit : to the learn- 
ed, impartial, ſagacious, and inquiſitive, 
he alone applies, the eſtabliſhing one of 
whom in a rational and well-grounded be- 
lief of the Chriſtian Religion does more 
C4 real 


r PRE FAC B. 


real ſervice to that cauſe, than the inliſting 
legions under that denomination whoſe im- 
moveable faith proceeds only from their ig- 
norance z that is, who believing without 
ahy reaſon, can poſſibly have no reaſon 
for doubting. To account for the cor- 
ruption of religion it was neceſſary to ſpe- 
cify the particular abuſes, and abuſers of 
it: and here the Author could ſcarcely o- 
verlook the Clergy : but he hopes that no- 
thing has eſcaped his pen, that can throw 
the leaſt reflection upon them as Clergy, 
but as men only; ſubject to the ſame im- 
perfections, and actuated by the ſame paſ- 
ſions as other men, and purſuing the ends 
of ſelf-mtexeſt and ambition by the ſame | ; 
paths in which all others would haye trod, 2 
conducted by the ſame temptations, and 
opportunities z he has treated them with no 
more freedom than he has done Princes and 
Parlia- 


CT 
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| Parliaments, Miniſters and Patriots, Con- 
guerors and Heroes, and his work would 
admit of no partiality; ; ſure he: is, that no- 

thing he has ſaid can bear the moſt diſtant 
relation to the preſent Clergy of this coun- 
try, whom he ſincerely thinks are a body 
of men as honeſt, learned, and unprejudi- 
ced, as ever exiſted, and for whoſe per- 
ſons and profeſſion, he has the higheſt re- 
gard. In another part of this Letter there 
is an aſſertion, which has given ſome of- 
fence; which is, that every religion muſt 
be corrupted as ſoon as it becomes eſta- 
bliſhed ; this has been thought a reflection 
upon all national churches, and a pefſue- 
ſion to ſchiſm, and diſſention; but thoſe, 
who think thus, totally miſapprehend the 
tenor of this whole work, which endea- 
vours to prove, that every thing human 
muſt be attended with Evils, which there- 
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fore ought to be ſubmitted to with patience - 
and reſignation ; 


that many imperfections 


will adhere to all governments and religi- 
ons in the hands of men, but that theſe, 
unleſs they riſe to an intolerable degree, 


will not juſtify our reſiſtance to the one, or 


our diſſention from the other: the aſſertion 
itſelf, the Author cannot retract, but the 
inference, which he deſires may be drawn 
from it, is by no means favourable 1 to diſſen- 
tions, becauſe from them he can perceive no 
remedy, which can accrue to theſe Evils: 
for if it was every one's duty to deſert a 
national church on account of thoſe cor- 
ruptions which proceed from its eſtabliſh- 
ment, and this duty was univerſally com- 
plied with, let us ſee the conſequence! one 
of theſe things muſt neceſſarily follow; ei- 
ther that ſome diſſention of ſuperior purity, 


which uſually ariſes from its being a diſſen- 


tion, 


' 
6 
LE * . n Ae: : Es 3 . r 3 2 8 3 PETITE 2 9 
8 n a © 25 N rn . * e F ys e e 
3 M . r 8 VVV PP 
P d . EY hg I ER ROS 


Vi 


. 
RS OS: 


p R E F A C E. xvii 


tion, muſt be eſtabliſhed in its room; or 


no religion muſt be eſtabliſhed at all: if 


the firſt of theſe methods ſhould take Place, 
the end propoſed by it would by itſelf be en- 


tirely defeated; becauſe that purer religion 


which was eſtabliſned would by that very 
eſtabliſnment become equally corrupt with 
that which was deſerted, and ſo the ſame 
reaſon would eternally remain for a new 
diſſention: if the latter ſhould be taken, 


that is, to eſtabliſh no religion at all; this 


would be ſo far from pfoducing the intend- 
ed reformation, that it would let in ſuch 
an inundation of enthuſiaſm, and contra- 
dictory abſurdities, as muſt in a ſhort time 


deſtroy not only all religion, but all peace, 


and morality whatever: of which no one 


can entertain the leaſt dsüdt⸗ who is not 


totally unacquainted both with the nature, 
9 hiſtory of mankind. From whence it 
is 
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is plain, that all diſſentions from a national 
church, not in itſelf ſinful, ariſe from igno- 
rance ; that is, from a kind of ſhort-ſighted- 
neſs, which enables men to pry out every 
imperfection within their reach, but pre- 
vents their diſcerning the more remote ne- 
ceſſity for thoſe imperfections, and the dan- 
gers of amending them. 


To conclude: the Author of this In- 

_ quiry having heard it ſo much, and as he 
thought ſo unjuſtly calumniated, has re- 
viewed it with all poſſible care and im- 
partiality; ; and though he finds many things 
in the ſtyle, and compoſition, which have 
need enough of amendment, he ſees no- 
thing in the ſentiments which ought to be 
retracted. His intentions were to reconcile 
the numerous evils ſo conſpicuous in the 
Creation with the wiſdom, power and good- 
neſs 
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W neſs of the Creator; to ſhew, that no more 
of them are admitted by him, than are ne- 
ceflary towards promoting univerſal good 
and from thence to perſwade men to an 
| intire reſignation to bis all-wiſe, but in- 


comprehenſible diſpenſations. To aſcertain 


the nature of virtue, and to enforce the 
practice of it: to prove the certainty of a 


future ſtate, and the juſtice of the rewards 
= and puniſhments that will attend it: to vo- 


commend ſubmiſſion to national govern- 


ments, and ee to national religions. 
notwithſtanding the Evils and Defecta, 


which . bl adhere to them : 


and laſtly, to ſhew the excellence and cre- 


concile ſome of its moſt abſtroſe dottrines 


with reaſon, and to anſwer all theſe otjjatiti. 


ons to its authority, which have been drawn 
ns from 
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xxx PREFACE. 
from its imperfections and abuſes. Theſe, 
and theſe only were the intentions of the 
Author; and if after all, a work ſo deſigned, 
however unably executed, ſhould by the 
united force of ignorance, and malevolence, 
of faction, bigotry, and enthuſiaſm, be re- 
preſented as introductive of fataliſm, immo- 
rality, ſlavery, corruption, and infidelity, 
he ſhall be little concerned, and ſhall only 
look upon it as an additional inſtance of 
that Imperfection of mankind, which he 
has here treated of: from them he deſires 
only an exemption from calumny : honour 
and applauſe he has not the vanity to hope 
for; theſe, he knows, they beſtow not on 
their benefactors, or inſtructors, but re- 
ſerve for choſe alone, who deceive, diſturb, 
and deſtroy them. | 
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On EvII in general. 


SIR, 


AvING enjoyed- the pleaſure of ma- 
ny accidental conferences with you 
on metaphyſical, moral, political, and re- 
ligious ſubjects ; on which you ever ſeemed 
to converſe with more ſagacity, as well as 
more candor, than is uſual on the like oc- 
caſions; I imagined it might not be un- 
entertaining either to you, or myſelf, to put 
together my ſentiments on theſe important 
topics, and communicate them to you from 
| time to time as the abſence of buſineſs, or 
* more agreeable amuſements may afford 
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me opportunity. This I propoſe to hs un- 
der the general Title of an Inquiry into the 
Nature and Origin of Evil; an Inquiry, 
which will comprehend them all, and 

which, I think, has never been attended 
to with that diligence it deſerves, nor with 
that ſucceſs, which might have been hoped 
for from that little that has been beſtow'd 
upon it. The right underſtanding of this 
abſtruſe ſpeculation, I look upon 10 be the 
only ſolid foundation, on which any ratio- 
nal ſyſtem of Ethicks can be built; for it 


ſeems impoſſible, that men ſhould ever ar- 4 


rive at any juſt ideas of their Creator, or his 


Attributes, any proper notions of their re- 


lation to him, or their duty to each other, 
without firſt ſettling in their minds ſome 
ſatisfactory ſolution of this important Queſ- 
tion, Mhence came Evil ? Whilſt we find 
ourſelves liable to innumerable miſeries in 


this 
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this life; apprehenſive of ſtill greater in 
another, and can give no probable account 
of this our wretched ſituation, what ſenti- 
ments muſt we entertain of the juſtice and 
benevolence of our Creator, who placed us 
in it, without our ſolicitations, or conſent ? 
The works of the Creation ſufficiently de- 
monſtrate his exiſtence, their beauty, per- 
fection and magnificence, his infinite power 
and wiſdom; but it is the Happineſs only, 
which we enjoy, or hope for, which can 
convince us of his Goodneſs. 


It is the ſolution therefore of this impor- 
tant queſtion alone, that can aſcertain the 
moral Characteriſtic of God, and upon 


that only muſt all human Virtue etern ally 
depend. 


D'3 - If 
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If there's a power above us, 

(And that there is all Nature cries aloud Ml 
Thro' all her works) he muſt _— in : 
Virtue, : 

And that, which he delights 1 in, muſt be 


happy. 


But ſhou'd this divine reaſoning of the phi- Y 
loſopher be at laſt inconcluſive cou'd we 1 
once entertain ſuch blaſphemous notions of 3 

the Supreme being, as that he might nor 

delight in Virtue, neither adhere to it him- | 
ſelf, nor reward it in others; that He could I 
make any part of his creation miſerable, . 


or ſuffer them to make themſelves ſo, with- 


out a juſt cauſe, and a benevolent end; 0 


all moral conſiderations muſt be vain, and 


uſeleſs; we can have no rule by which ta 
direct our actions, nor if we had, any kind Wi 
of obligation to N it; nor in this caſe i 


Cal 


1 
Ne 


1 
. 


can any Revelation in the leaſt aſſiſt us, 


I 
3 
8 
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the belief of all Revelation being in its own 
nature ſubſequent, not only to the belief 


of God's exiſtence, but of his juſtice and 


veracity ; for if God can injure us, he may 
alſo deceive us; and then there is an end 
of all diſtinctions between good and evil, 
truth and falſchood, and of all confidence 


in God or man, 


I mean not by this to inſinuate the leaſt 
poſſibility of a doubt concerning the Juſtice | 
or Goodneſs of our Creator, but only to 
ſhew the importance of this Inquiry, and 
the utility of it towards ſettling our notions 
of his Attributes, and the regulation of our 
own. behaviour in conformity to them. I 
intend not by it to prove the benevolence 
of God, but to reconcile the miſeries we ſee 


; and ſuffer, with that uncontrovertable hene- 


13 . volence : 
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volence: I deſign not to ſhew that God ap- 
proves Virtue; but that the admiſſion of 
moral Evil is not inconſiſtent with that un- 
doubted approbation: nor would I be un- 


derſtood to aſſert, that our obligation to 


be virtuous depends on this abſtruſe Spe- 


culation, but only that our right under- 
ſtanding it will remove all doubts concern- 
ing the nature of virtue, and our obliga- 


tion to purſue it, and fix them on the moſt 
firm, and immoveable Baſis. 


To find out therefore, how Evil of any 
kind can be the production of infinite 
Goodneſs, joined with infinite power, ſhould 
be the firſt ſtep in all our religious in- 
quiries ; the examination into which won- 
derful paradox will lead us into many uſe- 
ful and ſublime truths ; and its perfect 


comprehenſion, was that poſſible for our 


Narrow 
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4 
Qs 


narrow capacities, would, I doubt not, 
make as ſurpriſing diſcoveries in the Mo- 
W ral World, as mathematical and phyſical 
: knowledge have in the Natural. 


To clear up this difficulty, ſome ancient 
Philoſophers have had recourſe to the ſup- 
& poſition of two firſt Cauſes, one Good, and 
3 | the other Evil, perpetually counteracting 
N each other's deſigns. This ſyſtem was af⸗- 
. terwards adopted by the Manichæan Here- 
S, and has ſince been defended by the in- 
| genious Monſ. Bayle : but as the ſuppoſi- 
don of two firſt Cauſes is even in itſelf 
Ja contradiction, and as the whole ſcheme 
has been demonſtrated by the belt meta- [ 
W phyſical Writers to be as falſe as it is 
impious, all further arguments to diſprove 
it would be needleſs. 


D 4 Others 


The law of Man was written in his breaſt: 
No 
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Others have endeavoured to account for 
this by the introduction of a Golden Age, 
or Paradiſiacal State, in which all was in- 

nocence and happineſs 


Pena metuſque aberant, nec verba minacia 8 


2 | 
re legebantur, nec ſupplex turba timebant 
Judicis era ſui ; ſed erant ſine vindice tuti. 


When Man yet new, 


No rule but uncorrupted reaſon knew, 


And with a native bent did Good pr 
| ſue 3 


Unforc'd by puniſhment, unaw'd by fear, 3 
His words were ſimple, and bis ſoul fin- 


cere : 


Needleſs was written law, when none op- 


preſt, 
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No ſupplant crowds before the Judge ap- 
pear'd, 


No court erected yet, I nor. cauſe was heard, 
| But all was ſafe, for Conſcience \ was their 


Guard. 


Ver erat æternum, placidiſque tepentibus auris 
Mulcebant Zephyri natos ſine ſemine flores ; 
Mor etiam fruges tellus inarata ferebat, 


= Nec renovatus ager gravidis canebat ariſtis, 
8 Flumina jam lactis, jam flumina neftaris ibant, 


Flavaque de viridi ſtillabant lice mella. 


The flow'rs unſown 1 in fields and meadows 
reign'd, | 
And Weſtern Winds immortal- Spring 
maintain'd. 
Ia following years the bearded corn enſu'd 
From Earth unaſk'd, nor was that Earth 
renew'd, e 
From 
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From veins of valleys milk and nectar 
broke, 1 
And honey ſweated from the pores of Oak. 


| Amuſing dreams! as abſurd in philoſophy, 


as in poetry delightful! For though it is pro- 
bable, from the moſt ancient hiſtories, as 
well as from analogy drawn from the reſt of 
Nature's productions, that the World might 
be more happy and more innocent in its In- 
fancy, than in more advanced Ages; yet that 
it could ever be totally free from Vice and 
Miſery, may eaſily, I think, be proved 
impoſſible, both from the nature of this 


terreſtrial Globe, and the nature of its In- 
habitants. So that theſe inchanting Scenes 


can in fact never have exiſted : but, if they 
had, the ſhort duration of this perfection 


is equally inconſiſtent with infinite Power, 


joined to infinite-Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 


as 
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: | as any original imperfection whatever. Fa- 
W bles then of this kind can never in the leaſt 
account for the Origin of Evil: they are 
all but mean expedients, which will never 
be able to take away the difficulty, and can 
at moſt but obſcure it, by ſhifting it a 
8 little backward into a leſs clear light; like 
that Indian philoſophy, accounting for the 
ſupport of the World, which informs us, 
that it is ſuſtained by a vaſt Elephant, that 
Elephant by a Tortoiſe, and then e 
drops any further 1 Inquiry. e 


The Divines and Moraliſts of later ages 
ſeem perfectly ſatisfied that they have looſed 
this Gordian knot, by imputing the ſource 
of all Evil to the abuſe of Free-will in 
Created Beings. God, they ſay, never de- 
ſign'd any ſuch thing ſhould exiſt as E- 
vil, moral or natural; but chat giving to 
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ſome beings, for good and wiſe purpoſes, 
a power of F ree-agency, they perverted 
this power to bad ends, contrary to his in- 
tentions and commands; and thus their ac- 


cidental wickedneſs produced conſequential | 
Miſery. But to ſuppoſe in this manner, 
that God intended all things to be good 


and happy, and at the ſame time gave be- 
ing to creatures able and willing to obſtruct 


his benevolent deſigns, is a notion fo in- 


conſiſtent with his wiſdom, goodneſs, om- 


niſcience, and omnipotence, that it ſeems 


equally unphiloſophical, and more evident- 
ly abſurd than the other, They have been 
led into this error by ridiculouſly judging 


of the diſpenſation of a Creator to his crea- 
tures, by the fame Tules which they apply | 


to the dealings of Men towards each other; 
between which there 1s not the leaſt propor- 
tion or; ſimilitude. A Man who endea- 


vours, 
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ſolutions can, I am certain, give ſuch ſatiſ- 
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vours, to the utmoſt of his power, to make 
others virtuous and happy, however unſuc- 
ceſsful, is ſufficiently juſtified ; but in a Be- 


ing omnipotent and omniſcient, the Cauſe 


of all cauſes, the Origin of all thought, 


will, and action; who fees all things paſt, 


preſent, and to come, in one inſtantaneous 


view, the caſe is widely different; his active 


and permiſſive will muſt be exactly the 
ſame; and, in regard to him, all conſe- 
quential and future Evils, through every 


moment of time, are actually preſent. 


Since therefore none of theſe pretended 


faction to your comprehenſive underſtand- 
ing, let us now try to find out one more 
rational, and more conſiſtent with the ana- 


© | logy of every thing around us. 


4 . That 
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That there is a Supreme Being infinitely | 5 
powerful, wiſe and benevolent, the great 
Creator and Preſerver of all things, is a | 
truth ſo clearly demonſtrated, that it ſhall 
be here taken for granted. That there is 
alſo in the univerſal ſyſtenr of things, the 
works of his almighty hand, much miſery 
and wickedneſs, that is, much natural and 7 
moral Evil, is another truth, of which every 
hour's fatal experience cannot fail to con- 
vince us. How theſe two undoubted, yet 
ſeeming contradictory truths can be recon- 
ciled, that is, how Evils of any ſort could 
have place in the works of an omnipo- IJ 
tent and good Being, is very difficult io 
account for. If we aſſert that he could not 4 | 
prevent them, we deſtroy his power; if 
that he would not, we arraign his goodneſs ; 
and therefore his power and goodnefs can- 
not both be infinite. | 


But 
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But however concluſive this argument 
may ſeem, there 1s ſomewhere or other an 
error in it; and this error I take to arife 
from our wrong notions of Omnipotence. 
Omnipotence cannot work contradictions, 
it can only effect all poſſible things. But 
fo little are we acquainted with the whole 
ſyſtem of nature, that we know not what 
Jare poſſible, and what are not: but if we 
may judge from that conſtant mixture of 
pain with pleaſure, and of inconvenience. 
WE with advantage, which we muſt obſerve in 
every thing around us, we have reaſon 
to conclude, that to endue created beings 
with perfection, that is, to produce Good 
excluſive of Evil, is one of thoſe impoſſi- ; 
bilities which even infinite Power cannot 1 
W accompliſh. 
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| The true otudon then of this incompre- 
henſible paradox mult be this, that all Evils 


owe 
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owe their exiſtence ſolely to the neceſſity 
of their own natures, by which I mean 
they could not poſſibly have been prevent- 
ed, without the loſs of ſome ſuperior Good, 
or the permiſſion of ſome greater Evil than 
themſelves ; or that many Evils will una- 
voidably inſinuate themſelves by the natu- 
ral relations and circumſtances of things in- 
to the moſt perfect ſyſtem of Created Beings, 
even in oppoſition to the will of an al- 
mighty Creator, by reaſon they cannot be 
excluded without working contradictions ; 


which not being proper objects of power, 


it is no diminution of Omnipotence to ef. 
firm that it cannot effect them. 


And here it will be proper to make a 
previous apology for an expreſſion, which 
will frequently occur in the following pages, 
which is, that God cannot do ſuck and ſuch 
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things: by which is always to be under- 
ſtood not any retrenchment of the divine 
Omnipotence, but only that ſuch things 
are in their own natures impracticable, and 


impoſſible ro be performed. 


That the Almighty ſhould be thus li- 
mited, and circumſcribed by the nature of 


things, of which he himſelf | is the Author, 
may to ſome ſeem not very intelligible: : but 


ſurely it 1s not at all difficult to conceive, 


that in every poſſible method of ordering, 


diſpoſing, and framing the univerſal ſyſ- 


tem of things, ſuch numberleſs inconve- 
niencies might neceſſarily ariſe, that all that 
infinite Power and Wiſdom could do, was 
to make choice of that method, which was 
attended with the leaſt and feweſt ; and this 
not proceeding from any defect of power in 


the Creator; but from that imperfection 
- * which 
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which is inherent in the nature of all cre- 
ated things. 8 58 5 


This neceſſity, I imagine, is what the An- 
cients meant by Fate, to which they fancied 
that Jupiter, and all the Gods, were ob- 
| | liged to ſubmit, and which was to be con- 
1 trouled by no power whatever. The Stoicks 
| ſeem to have had ſome dark and unintelli- 
ll gible notions of this kind, which they nei- 
Il ther underſtood themſelves, nor knew how 

to explain to others; that the untractable- 
neſs of Matter was the cauſe of Evil ; that 
God would have made all things perfect, 
but that there was in Matter an evil bias, 


|| Tepugnant to his beneyolence, which drew 
| another way, whence aroſe all manner of 


Evils. Of the like kind is a Maxim of the 
ſame Philoſophers, That Pain is no Evil; 
ll which, if aſſerted with regard to the indi- 
0 Voiduals who ſuffer it, is downright nonſenſe; 
8 | ; but 


— ——— 2 —— 
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3 | but if conſidered as it affets the univerſal 
£ Syſtem, is an undoubted truth, and means 
5 only that there is no more pain in it than 
W what is neceſſary to the production of hap- 
pineſs. How many ſoever of theſe Evils 
then force themſelves into the Creation, ſo 
long as the Good preponderates, it is a 
ZW work well worthy of infinite Wiſdom and 
Benevolence; and, notwithſtanding the im- 
perfections of its parts, the whole is moſt 
. undoubtedly perfect. 
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Hence then we may plainly ſee that 
2 much Evil may exiſt, not at all inconſiſtent 
. | with the power and goodneſs-of God: and # 
ke further we purſue this clue, the more we | 
ſhall at every ſtep diſcern new lights break | 
out, which will diſcover clearly number- | 
leſs examples, where the infinite power 
and goodneſs of God is fairly reconcileable 

cn WS with 
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with the miſery and wickedneſs of his Crea- 


tures, from the impoſſibility of preventing 


them; and, if, in the very ſmall part of the 
- univerſal Syſtem that lies within the reach 


of our impertett capacities, many inſtances 
of this kind appear, in which they are vi- 


true, that they are really fo in all, tho? we 


are riot able to comprehend them. This is 


the kind of Faith moſt worthy of the human 


But, in order more clearly to explain this 
abſtruſe ſpeculation, it will be neceſſary to 
divide Evils into their different ſpecies, and 


5 PN, de⸗ 


ſibly conſiſtent, we ought with the utmoſt 
_ aſſurance to conclude, what is undoubtedly E 


_ underſtanding, and moſt meritorious in the 5 
fight of God, as it is the offspring of Rea- 9 
ſon, as well as the Parent of all Virtue and 5 
- Reſipnation to the juſt, but unſcrutable, 5 | 
diſpenſations of Providence. 2 


. 


ORIGIN of EVIL. 53 


3 beſtow on each a ſeparate conſideration. 
3 This I ſhall do under the following heads: 
WT Evils of Imperfection, Natural Evils, Mo- 
u Evils, Political Evils, and Religious 
- Evils, which, I think, will comprehend 
D | moſt of thoſe to which human Nature is 
5 unhappily liable. And now, Sir, leſt I 
2 ſhould add one more Evil to this melan- 
5 choly Catalogue, which is that of a long 
0 and tedious Epiſtle, I ſhall reſerve the exa- 
BT mination into each of theſe particulars for 
che ſubject of a future Letter; and con- 
dude this by aſſuring you, that J am, 


SIR, &c. 


E 3 LET. 
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ON EVILSs of ImperfeQion, 
SIR), 


N purſuance of the N propoſed in 
my laſt, I ſhall now proceed to exa- 
| 5 | mine into the Nature of each particular 
1 kind of Evil, and in the firſt place of thoſe 

"2 therein denominated Evils of Imperfection; . 
Y which are in truth no Evils at all, but ra- 
3 ther the abſence of ſome comparative 
4 Good; and therefore I ſhall not have oc- 
caſion to detain you long on this part of 
my ſubject. 9 


2 


No Syſtem can poſſibly be ae even 
: f in imagination, without a ſubordination of 


parts, 
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parts. Every animal body miſt have dif. 
ferent members ſubſervient to each other; 
every picture muſt be compoſed of various 
colours, and of light and ſhade; all har- 
mony muſt be formed of trebles, tenors, 2 

and baſſes ; every beautiful and uſeful edi- b 
fice muſt conſiſt of higher and lower, more : 
and leſs magnificent apartments. This is 1 
in the very eſſence of all created things, and g 
therefore cannot be prevented by any means : 
whatever, unleſs by not creating them at 3 
all: for which reaſon, in the formation of _ 
the Univerſe, God was obliged, in order : 
to carry on that juſt ſubordination ſo neceſ 
ſary to the very exiſtence of the whole, to 
create Beings of different ranks; and to 
beſtow on various ſpecies of animals, and 
alſo on the individuals of the ſame ſpecies, 
various degrees of underſtanding, ftrength, 
beauty, and perfection; to the comparative 
want 
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I want of which advantages wegive the names 
5 of folly, weakneſs, deformity, and imperfec- 
W tion, and very unjuſtly repute them Evils: 
- | whereas in truth they are bleſſings as far as 
3 they extend, tho“ of an inferior degree. 
: : | They are no more actual Evils, than a 


ſmall eſtate is a real misfortune, becauſe 


many may be poſſeſſed of greater. 


= Whatever we enjoy, is purely a free gift 
from our Creator; but that we enjoy no 


more, can never ſure be deemed an injury, 


or a juſt reaſon. to queſtion his infinite be- 


nevolence. All our happineſs is owing to 


8 his goodneſs; but that it is no greater, is 
= owing only to ourſelves, that is, to our 


not having any inherent right to any hap- 


| pineſs, or even to any exiſtence at all. This 
is no more to be imputed to God, than 
the wants of a beggar to the perſon who 
e e 
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has relieved him: that he had ſomething, 
was owing to his benefactor; but that he 
. 3 ( 
had no more, on:y to his original poverty. 


They who look upon the privation of 
all the good they ſee others enjoy, or think 
poſſible for infinite power to beſtow, as 
poſitive Evil, underſtand not that the Uni- 
verſe is a ſyftem whoſe very eſſence conſiſts 
in ſubordination , a ſcale of beings deſcend- 
ing by inſenſible degrees from infinite per- 
fection to abſolute nothing; in which, 
tho we may juſtly expect to find perfec- 
tion in the whole, could we poſſibly com- 
prehend it; yet would it be the higheſt 
abſurdity to hope for it in all its parts, be- 
cauſe the beauty and happineſs of the whole 
depend altogether on the juft inferiority of 
its parts, that is, on the comparative im- 
| perfec- 
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perfections of the ſeveral Beings of which 


W ic is compoſed. 


It would have been no more an inſtance 
of God's wiſdom to have created no Beings 
but of the higheſt and moſt perfect order, 
2 than it would be of a painter's art, to co- 
. ver his Whole piece with one ſingle colour, 
W the moſt beautiful he could compoſe. 


Had he confined himſelf to ſuch, nothing 


could have exiſted but demi-gods, or arch- 


angels, and then all inferior orders muſt 


Z have been void and uninhabited : but as it 
zs ſurely more agreeable to infinite benevo- 
lence, that all theſe ſhould be filled up 
with Beings capable of enjoying happineſs 
themſelves, and contributing to that of 
others, they muſt neceſſarily be filled with 
inferior Beings, that is, with ſuch as are 
leſs perfect, but from whoſe exiſtence, not- 
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withſtanding that leſs perfection, more feli- 
city upon the whole accrues to the Univerſe, 
than if no ſuch had been created. It is 
moreover highly probable that there is ſuch 
a connection between all ranks and orders 
by ſubordinate degrees, that they mutu- 
ally ſupport each other's exiſtence, and 
every one in its place is abſolutely neceſſary 
towards ſuſtaining the whole vaſt and mag- 
nificent fabrick. 


You ſee therefore, that it is utterly im- 
practicable, even for. infinite power, to ex- 
clude from Creation this neceſſary inferio- 
rity of ſome Beings in compariſon with 
others. All that it can do is to make each 
as happy as their reſpective ſituations will 
permit: and this it has done in ſo extraor- 
dinary a manner, as to leave the benevo- 
lence of our great Creator nat to be doubted 
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; for tho' he cannot make all ſuperior, 
Wer in the diſpenſations of his bleſſings his 
5 iſdom and goodneſs both are well worthy 
: e higheſt admiration ; for, amongſt 
: 11 the wide diſtinctions which he was 
= 5 iged to make in the dignity and per- 
ections of his Creatures, he has made much 
Ess in their happineſs than is uſually ima- 
7 : ined, or indeed can be believed from out- 
- yard appearances. He has given many 
f : dvantages to Brutes, which Man cannot 
| 4 ttain to with all his ſuperiority, and many 
Probably to Man which are denied to An- 
- gels; amongſt which his ignorance is per- 1 
aps none of the leaſt. With regard to 
: : im, tho' it was neceſſary to the great pur- 
. poſes of human life to beſtow riches, un- 
Wcrſtanding, and health, on individuals in 
$ very partial proportions ; yet has the AL 
12 Puighty ſo contrived the nature of things, 
. that 


—P ä —— — A —-U— 


——k——kñ — 


A = bags - — 2 
— VIII NIP ———ů— ů—̃—V 2 2222 


* 


7 
o U 
= i : 
14 1 . 
12 1 2 
N 1 
iy if ; 
4 by | 
* « S 
* 1 
6 4 
7 1 
of 
. 
* 
*. 7 
y 
LA” 
: 
* 
1 
bY 
| 
2 
ih 
1 15 
14 1 
! ; 
' H 
11 = = 
ti i 
i 18 
1 1 
© | 
1 4% : 
n Is 
115 | 
1 
'þ [i 
4 
1&4 M 
117 
e 
1 
3 | 
4 " 
; ſ 
N 2 
q 
B37 
{ . 
ji ( 
| bf 3 
li 1 : 
. 
It 
N 
1 
»#$i 
! 
_ 
Ty 5 "i N 
14 
i ny 
$1: 
1 | 
1 
97 
1 Y I 
17 4 
8-9 2 
: 7 
* 


— — 1 
— —— — AP API TA AI ů rs — 


that happineſs is diſtributed with a mot 0 


ſerve, is always ſtriving with theſe our nM 


_ ſufferings of all by ſome kind of equivalen . 


tuations and circumſtances. Thus, for «i 
_ ample, poverty, or the want of riches, 
generally compenſated by having mor 


of health, and a more exquiſite reliſh d 5 
the ſmalleſt enjoyments, than thoſe wa 
poſſeſs them are uſually bleſſed with. Th 2 


recompenced by a more uſeful kind of com 
mon ſenſe, together with a wonderful de 
light, as well as ſucceſs, in the buſy pur 


- 


64 The NATURE and 


equal hand. His goodneſs, we may ob 
ceſſary imperfections, ſetting bounds to Hi 
inconveniencies it cannot totally prevent 


by balancing the wants, and repaying t 


naturally reſulting from their particular i 
hopes, and fewer fears, by a greater ſha: 


want of taſte and genius, with all the ple: 
ſures that ariſe from them, are common 


ſuit 
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ſuits of a ſcrambling world. The ſuffer- 
ings of the Sick are greatly relieved by 
many trifling gratifications imperceptible 
to others, and ſometimes almoſt repaid dy 
the inconceivable tranſports occaſioned by 
the return of health and vigour, Folly 
cannot be very grievous, becauſe imper- 
ceptible; and I doubt not but there is 
ſome truth in that rant of a mad Poet, that 


there is a pleaſure in being mad, which 


none but madmen know. Ignorance, or 
the want of knowledge and literature, the 
appointed lot of all born to poverty, and 


the drudgeries of life, is the only opiate 


capable of infuſing that inſenſibility which 


can enable them to endure the miſeries of 
| the one, and the fatigues of the other. It 


is a cordial adminiſtered by the gracious 
hand of Providence ; of which they ought 
never to be deprived by an ill-judged and 

„ oY * 
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improper Education. It is the baſis of all 
ſubordination, the ſupport of ſociety, and 
the privilege of individuals: and J have 
ever thought it a moſt remarkable inſtance 
of the Divine Wiſdom, that whereas in 
all animals, whoſe individuals riſe little 
above the reſt of their ſpecies, knowledge 
is inſtinctive; in Man, whoſe individuals 
are ſo widely different, it is acquired by 
Education; by which means the Prince 
and the Labourer, the Philoſopher and the 
Peaſant, are in ſome meaſure fitted for 
their reſpective ſituations. The ſame pa- 
rental care extends to every part of the ani. 
mal creation. Brutes are exempted from 
numberleſs anxieties, by that happy want 
of reflection on paſt, and apprehenſion of 
future ſufferings, which are annexed to 
their inferiority. Thoſe amongſt them who 
devour others, are taught by Nature to 
1 diſpatck 


T. AA A T - 
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difpatch them as eaſily as poſſible ; and 
Man, the moſt mercileſs devourer of all, 
is induced, by his own advantage, to feaſt 
thoſe deſigned for his ſuſtenance, the more 
luxuriouſly to feaſt upon them himſelf. 
Thus miſery, by all poſſible methods, is 
diminiſhed or repaid ; and happineſs, like 
fluids, is ever tending towards an £qui- 
librium, 


But was it ever ſo unequally divided, our 
pretence for complaint could be of this on- 
ly, that we are not ſo high in the ſcale of 
exiſtence as our ignorant ambition may de- 
ſire: a pretence which muſt eternally ſub- 
ſiſt; becauſe, were we ever ſo much higher, 
there would be ſtill room for infinite power 
to exalt us; and ſince no link in the chain 
can be broke, the ſame reaſon for diſquiet 

| F 2 5 muſt 
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muſt remain to thoſe who ſucceed to that 
chaſm, which muſt be occaſioned by our 
preferment. A man can have no reaſon 
to repine, that he is not an Angel; nor a 
Horſe, that he is not a Man; much leſs, 
that in their ſeveral ſtations they poſſeſs not 
the faculties of another; for this would be 
an inſufferable misfortune. And doubtleſs 
it would be as inconvenient for a Man to 
be endued with the Knowledge of an Angel, 
as for a Horſe to have the reaſon of a Man; 
but, as they are now formed by the conſum- 
mate wifdom of their Creator, each enjoys 
pleaſures peculiar to his ſituation: and tho 
the happineſs of one may perhaps conſiſt 
in divine Contemplation, of another in the 
acquiſition of wealth and power, and that 
of a third, in wandering amongſt limpid 
ſtreams, and luxuriant paſtures; yet the 
meaneſt of theſe enjoy ments give no inter- 
2 ruption 
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ruption to the moſt ſublime, but altogether 
undoubtedly increaſe the aggregate ſum of 
felicity beſtowed upon the univerſe. Great- 
ly indeed mult that be leſſened, were there 
no Beings but of the higheſt orders. Did 
there not, for inſtance, exiſt on this terreſ- 
trial Globe any ſenſitive creatures inferior 
to Man, how great a quantity of happi- 
neſs muſt have been loſt, which is now en- 
joy'd by millions, who at preſent inhabit 
| every part of its ſurface, in fields and gat- 
dens, in extended deſarts, impenetrable 
woods, and immenſe oceans; by monar- 

chies of Bees, republics of Ants, and in- 
numerable families of inſects dwelling on 

every leaf and flower, who are all poſſeſſed 
of as great a ſhare of pleaſure, and a greater 
of innocence, than their arrogant Sovereign, 
and at the ſame time not a little contribute 
to his convenience and happineſs ! 
ens I Has 
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Has God, thou Fool ! work'd ſolel y for thy good | 
Thy Joy, thy Paſtime, thy Attire, thy Food! 


Who for thy Table feeds the wanton Fawn, 
For him as kindly ſpreads the flow'ry lawn. 


ls it for thee the Lark aſcends and tings ? 


Joy tunes his Voice, joy elevates his Wings, 
Is it for thee the Linnet pours his Throat ? 


Loves of his own, and raptures, ſwell the note, 


The bounding Steed you pompoully beſtride, 
Shares with his Lord the pleaſure and the pride, 
Is thine alone the ſced that ſtrews the plain? 
"The birds of Heav'n ſhall vindicate their grain. 
Thine the full harveſt of the Golden Year ? 
Part pays, and juſtly, the deſerving Steer. 


PoPEx, 


Thus the Univerſe reſembles a large and 
well-regulated Family, in which all the 
officers and ſervants, and even the domeſ- 
tic animals, are ſubſervient to each other 
in a proper ſubordination : each enjoys the 


_ privileges and perquiſites peculiar to his 


Place, and at the ſame time contributes by 
that 


ORIGIN of EVIL. 71 


that juſt ſubordination to the magnificence 


and happineſs of the whole. 


It is evident, therefore, that theſe Evils 


of Imperfection, proceeding from the ne- 


ceſſary inferiority of ſome Beings in com- 


pariſon of others, can in no ſenſe be called 


any Evils at all: but if they could, it is as 
evident from thence, that there are many 


which even infinite power cannot prevent; 


it being ſufficiently demꝰ nſtrable, that to 
produce a ſyſtem of created Beings, all ſu- 
preme in happineſs and dignity, a govern- 
ment compoſed of all Kings, an army of 
all Generals, or a univerſe of all Gods, muſt 
be impracticable for Omnipotence itſelf. 


We have here then made a large ſtride 
towards, our intended Goal, having at 
once acquitted the Divine Goodneſs, and 
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freed Mankind from a numerous train of 
imaginary Evils, by moſt clearly ſhewing 
them to be no Evils at all; and yet under 
this head are really comprehended all the 
Evils we perpetually complain of, except 
actual pain, the nature of which, and how 
it came to have a place in the works of an 
omnipotent and good Being, ſhall be con- 
ſidered in the next Letter from, 


SIR, &c; 
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LE T T ER III. 
| On Natural EviLs. 


STR, 
Shall now lay before you my free ſenti- 
ments concerning the Origin of Na- 
tural Evils, by which I underſtand the 
ſufferings of ſenſitive Beings only; for tem- 


peſts, inundations and earthquakes, with all 
the diſorders of the material World, are no 
farther Evils than they affect the ſenſitive : 
fo that under this head can be only com- 
prehended pains of body, and inquietudes 
of mind. That theſe are real Evils, I rea- 
dily acknowledge; and if any one is phi- 
loſopher enough to doubt of it, 1 ſhall on- 
ly beg leave to refer him to a ſevere fit of 
ſick- 


* 
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ſickneſs, or a tedious lawſuit, for farther 3 wy 
r i abl 


The production of Happineſs ſeems to us 
be the only motive that could induce infinite . 
Goodneſs to exert infinite Power to create 5 me 
all things: for, to ſay truth, Happineſs i; 1 
the only thing of real value in exiſtence; 
neither riches, nor power, nor wiſdom, nor 


learning, nor ſtrength, nor beauty, nor vir- 
tue, nor religion, nor even life itſelf, be- 
ing of any importance but as they contri 
bute to its production. All tkele are in 
| themſelves neither Good nor Evil; Hap- 
pineſs alone is their great end, and they 
deſirable only as they tend to promote it. 
Moſt aſtoniſhing therefore it muſt appear to 


ITC 


every one who looks round him, to obſerve 
all creatures bleſſed with life and ſenſation, 
that is, all creatures made capable of Hap- 

pinels, 
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E pineſs, at the ſame time by their own natures 

$ condemned to innumerable and unavoid- 

ble miſeries. Whence can it proceed, that 

4 Providence ſhould thus ſeem to counteract 

E his own benevolent intentions? To what 
| ſtrange and inviſible cauſe are all theſe nu- 

merous and invincible Evils indebted for 

| Y their exiſtence ? If God is a good and be- 

Wncvolent Being, what end could he pro- 

W poſe from creation, but the propagation of 

2 Happineſs ? and if Happineſs is the end 
of all exiſtence, why are not all creatures 
] that do exiſt happy? | 


The true ſolution of this important queſ- 
tion, ſo long and fo vainly. ſearched for 
by the philoſophers of all ages and all 
countries, I take to be at laſt no more than 
this, That theſe real Evils proceed from 
the ſame ſource as thoſe imaginary ones of 

Im- 
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Imperfection before treated of, namely, 
from that ſubordination, without which ng 
created ſyſtem can ſubſiſt; all ſubordinat- 
on implying imperfection, all Imperfection 
Evil, and all Evil ſome kind of inconve. 
nience or ſuffering ; ſo that there muſt b. 
particular inconveniences and ſufferings, 
annexed to every particular rank of created 
Beings by the circumſtances of things, and 
their modes of exiſtence. Moſt of thoſe 
to which we ourſelves are liable may be 
eaſily ſhewn to be of this kind, the effects 
only of human nature, and the ſtation Man 
occupies in the univerſe : and therefore 
their Origin is plainly deducible from nc- 
ceſſity; that is, they could not have been 
prevented without the loſs of greater good, 
or the admiſſion of greater Evils than them- 
ſelves; or by not creating any ſuch crea- 
tures as Men at all. And tho' this upon 3 

| general 
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Wcncral view of things, does not ſo forci- 
{ bly ſtrike us; yet, on a more minute in- 
; ſpection into every g grievance attendant on 
5 human nature, it will moſt evidently ap- 
W pcar Moſt of theſe, I think, may be. 
4 compretended under the following heads: : 
4 poverty, labour, inquietudes of mind, pains 


1 we may venture to affirm Man could ever 
have been exempted, ſo long as he con- 
tinued to be Man. God indeed might 
have made us quite other creatures, and 


tuted; but then we had been no longer 
our ſtations in the univerſal Syſtem, they 


mult have been liable to the ſame incon- 
veniences. 


i of body, and death; from none of which 


F placed us in a world quite otherwiſe conſti- | 


Men ; and whatever Beings had occupied 


— . TYP ns , 


2 " , hae; 1 4 Gas — — 
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Poverty, for example, is what all could 
not poſſibly have been exempted from, not 
only 
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only by reaſon of the fluctuating nature a 


lands uncultivated, and ſo an univerſal pe- 


nury have overwhelmed all, inſtead of 


particular diſtribution of the bleſſings and 


to prevent that poverty which by a general 
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human poſſeſſions, but becauſe the worli 
could not ſubſiſt without it ; for had al 
been rich, none would have ſubmitted t 
the commands of another, or the drudeeric 
of life; thence all governments mult 
have been diſſolved, arts neglected, and 


now and then pinching a few. Hence by 
the bye, appears the great excellence of | 
Charity, by which men are enabled by 


enjoyments of life, on proper occaſions, 


one Omnipotence itſelf could never have 
prevented: ſo that, by inforcing this duty, 
God as it were demands our aſſiſtance to 
promote univerſal happineſs, and to ſhut 

out 


eee 
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W out Miſery at every door, where it ſtrives 
to intrude itſelf. 


Labour, indeed, God might Kall have 
excuſed us from, ſince at his command the 
Earth would readily have poured forth all 
her treaſures without our inconſiderable 
aſſiſtance : but if the ſevereſt Labour can- 
not ſufficiently ſubdue the malignity of hu- 
man nature, what plots and machinations, 
what wars, rapine, and devaſtation, what 
profligacy, and licentiouſneſs, muſt have 
been the conſequence of univerſal idleneſs f 
So that Labour ought only to be looked 
upon as a taſk kindly impoſed upon us by 
our indulgent Creator, neceſſary to preſerve 
our health, our ſafety, and our INNOCENCE, 


Inquietudes of mind cannot be prevent- 


G tions 


ed without firſt eradicating all our inclina- 
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tions and paſſions, the winds and tides that 
preſerve the great Ocean of human life 
from perpetual ſtagnation. So long as 
Men have purſuits, they muſt meet with 
diſappointments ; ; and whilft they have dif- 
appointments they muſt be diſquieted; 
whilſt they are injured, they muſt be enfla- 
med with anger; and whilſt they ſee cruel- 
ties, they muſt be melted with pity ; whilſt 
they perceive danger, they muſt be ſenſible 
of fear; and whilſt they behold beauty, 
they muſt be inflaved by love: nor can 
they be exempted from the various anxie- 
ties attendant on theſe various and turbu- 
lent paſſions, Vet without them we ſhould 
be undoubtedly leſs happy and leſs ſafe; 
for without anger we ſhould not defend 
ourſelves, and without pity we ſhould not 
| aſſiſt others; ; without fear we ſhould not 


| pre- 


ORIGIN of EVIL. 
| preſerve our lives, and without love they 
would not be worth preſerving. 


| Pains of body are perhaps but the neceſ- 
gary conſequences of the union of material 
and ſpiritual eſſences ; for matter being by 
nature diviſible, when endued with ſenſibi- 

| lity, muſt probably be affected by pains 
and pleaſures by its different modifications : : 
wherefore, to have been freed from our 

| ſufferings, we muſt have been deprived 
of all our ſenſual enjoyments; a compoſi- 


tion by which few ſurely would be gainers. 


Beſides, the pains of our bodies are neceſ- 


ſary to make us continually mindful of their 


preſervation ; for what numberleſs lives 
would be loſt in every trifling purſuit, or 
flung away in ill humour, was the piercing 
| of a ſword no more painful than the tick- 
ling of a feather. 
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Death, the laſt and moſt dreadful of al 
Evils, is ſo far from being one, that it is 
the infallible cure of all others. 

To die is landing on ſome ſilent ſhore, 


Where billows never beat, nor tempeſts roar, 


Ere welt we feel the friendly ſtroke tis o'er, 
1 4 0 Garry, 


For, abſtracted from the ſicknefs and ſuffer. 
ings uſually attending it,, it is no more 
= the expiration of that term of life 
God was pleaſed to beſtow on us, Without 
any claim or merit on our part. But was 
it an Evil ever ſo great, it could not be r- 
medied but hy one much greater, which i 
by living for eyer; by which means ou 
wickedneſs, unreſtrained by the praſpect of 
a Future Kate, would grow / ſo inſu pportable, 
our. ſufferings. ſo intolerable by perſeve- 
rance, and our pleaſures ſo. tireſome by 
repetition, that no being in. the Univerſe 

: could 


ä a a 


c 
. 


could be ſo compleatly miſerable as a ſpe- 
cies of immortal men. We have no rea- 
bon therefore to look upon death as an E- 
vil, or to fear it as a puniſhment, even 
E without any ſuppoſition of a future life: 
but if we conſider it as a paſſage to a 
more perfect ſtate, or a remove only in 
| an eternal ſucceſſion of ſtill improving 

ſtates (for which we have the ſtrongeſt rea- 
| ſons) it will then appear a new 8 from 


as abſurd to repine at dying, as a traveller 
lightful tour thro' various unknown coun- 
tries, to lament that he cannot take up his 
reſidence at the firſt dirty Inn which he baits 
at on the road. The inſtability of human 
| periods, of which we fo frequently com- 


G 3 grels 


the divine munificence; and a man muſt be | 


| would be, who propoſed to himſelf a de- 


life, or the haſty changes of its ſucceſſive 


Plain, are no more than the neceſſary pro- 
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90 of it to this neceſſary en 
and are ſo far from being Evils deſerving 
theſe complaints, that they are the four: 
of our greateſt pleaſures, as they are the 
ſource of all novelty, from which our great. 
eſt pleaſures are ever derived. The conti. 
nual ſucceſſion of Seaſons in the human life, 
by daily preſenting to us new ſcenes, render 
it agreeable, and like thoſe of the year, af. 
ford us delights by their change, which the 
choiceſt of them could not give us by their 
continuance. In the Spring of Life, the 
| gilding of the ſun-ſhine, the verdure of the 
fields, and the variegated paintings of the 
Sky, are ſo exquiſite in the eyes of Infants 
at their firſt looking abroad into a new 
World, as nothing perhaps afterwards can 
equal. The heat and vigour of the ſucceed- 

ing Summer of Youth ripens for us new 
| pleaſures, the blooming maid, the nightly 


— 


— revel, 


reyel, and 6 Jovial chace: FO 1 1 Au- 


the golden harveſts of our worldly purſuits: 
nor is the hoary Winter of old age deſtitute 
of its peculiar comforts and enjoyments, of 
which the recollection and relation of thoſe 
paſt are perhaps none of the leaſt; and at 


whence we ſhall probably look back upon 
the diverſions and occupations of this world 
with the ſame contempt we do now on our 
Tops, and Hobby-horſes, and with the 
ſame ſurpriſe, that they could ever ſo much 
entertain or engage us, 

Thus we ſee all theſe evils could never 
have been prevented even by infinite Power, 
without the introduction of greater, or the 
Joſs of ſuperior good; they are but the ne- 
cellary conſequences of human Nature; 
8 from 


#1 
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tumn of compleat Manhood feaſts us with 


laſt death opens to us a new proſpect, from 
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from which it can no more be diveſted, 
than matter from extenſion, or heat from 
motion, which proceed from the very 
modes of their exiſtence. 


If it be objected, that, after all that has 
been ſaid, there are innumerable miſeries 
entailed upon all things that have life, and 
particularly on man ; many diſeaſes of the 
body, and afflictions of mind, in which 
Nature ſeems to play the Tyrant, ingenious 
in contriving torments for her n. ; 
that we cannot avoid ſeeing every moment 
with horror numbers of our fellow- creatures 
condemned to tedious and intolerable miſe- 
Ties, ſome expiring on racks, others roaſt- 
ing in flames, ſome ſtarving in dungeons, 
others raving in mad-houſes ; ſome broil- 

ingin u others growing whole months 


—ͤ—ñ—ñ— — 


ſtone: 
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ſtone : If it be ſaid further, that ſome men 
being exempted from many calamities with 


W which others are afflicted proves plainly 


that all might have been exempted from 


all; the charge can by no means be diſput- 
ed, nor can it be alledged that infinite Power 


could not have prevented moſt of theſe 
dreadful calamities. From hence there- 
fore ] am perſwaded, that there is ſome- 
thing in the abſtract nature of pain, condu- 


cive to pleaſure : that the ſufferings of in- 
ſal happineſs ; and that, from connections 
to us inconceivable, it was impracticable 
for Omnipotence to produce the one, with- 
out at the ſame time permitting the other. 
Their conſtant and uniform concomitancy 
thro every part of Nature with which we 
are acquainted, very much corroborates 
this conjeckure, in which ſcarce one inſtance, 

] be- 


dividuals are abſolutely neceſſary to univer- 7; 
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I believe, can be produced of oh DRY 
tion of pleaſure or convenience by any crea- 
tures, which is not purchaſed by the previ- 
ous or conſequential ſufferings of themſelves 

or others; pointing out, as it were, that a 

certain allay of Pain muſt be caſt into the 

univerſal maſs of created Happineſs, and 

inflicted ſomewhere for the benefit of the 

whole. Over what mountains of ſlain is 
every mighty Empire rolled up to the ſum- 
mit of Proſperity and Luxury, and what 
new ſcenes of deſolation attend its fall? To 
what infinite toil of Men, and other ani- 
mals, is every flouriſhing City indebted for 
all the conveniencies and enjoyments of Life, 
and what vice and miſery do thoſe very en- 
joyments introduce? The pleaſures peculiar 
to the continuing our ſpecies are ſeverely 
paid for by pains and perils in one Sex, 
and by cares and anxieties in both. Thoſe 
. ans 
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both preceded and followed by numberleſs 


ſufferings ; preceded by the maſſacres and 


tortures of various animals preparatory to a 


feaſt, and followed by as many diſeaſes ly- 


ing in wait in every diſh to pour forth ven- 


geance on their deſtroyers. Our riches and 
honours are acquired by laborious or peri- i 
lous occupations, and our ſports are pur- 
ſued with ſcarce leſs fatigue or danger, and 
uſually attended with diſtreſſes and deftruc- 
tion of innocent animals. 


This univerſal 
connection of pain with pleaſure ſeems, 1 
think, ſtrongly to intimate, that pain ab- 
Rractedly conſidered muſt have its uſes ; 
and fince we may be aſſured, that it is ne- 
ver admitted but with the reluctance of 
the ſupreme Author, thoſe uſes muſt be of 


the higheſt importance, tho' we have no 


faculties to. conceive them. 


annexed to the preſervation of ourſelves are 
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The human mind can comprehend but à 
very {mall part of the great and aſtoniſhing 
Whole: for any thing we know, the ſuffer. 
ings (and perhaps the crimes producing 
thoſe ſufferings) of the Inhabitants of this 
terreſtrial Globe may ſome way or, other 
affect thoſe of the moſt diſtant planet, and 
the whole animal world may be connected 
by ſome principle as general as that of at- 
traction in the corporeal, and ſo the miſe- 
ries of particular Beings be ſome way ne- 
ceſſary to the happineſs of the whole. How 
theſe things operate is indeed to us quite 
inconceivable; but that they do operate in 
ſome ſuch extenſive manner, is far, I think, 
from improbable. 


All Ages and Nations ſeem to have had 
confuſed notions of the merits of ſufferings 
abſtracted from their tendency to any vi- 

ſible 


1 
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fible good, and have paid the higheſt ho- 


nours to thoſe who have voluntarily en- 


dured them, as to their common benefactors. 
Many in Chriſtian countries have formerly 


been ſainted for long faſting, for whipping 


or tormenting themſelves, for ſitting whole 
years in uneaſy poſtures, or expoſing them- 


ſelves to the inclemency of the weather en 
the tops of pillars. Many at this day in 
the Eaſt are almoſt deified for loading 
themſelves with heavy chains, bending un- 
der burthens, or confining themſelves in 


chairs, ſtuck round with pointed nails. 
Now, if theſe notions are not totally devoid 


of all reaſon and common ſenſe, (and few, 
|. believe, are ſo which become univerſal) 
they can be founded on no other principle 
than this, of the neceſlity of pain to 
produce happineſs, which ſeems another 


weighty inſtance of the probability of this 
ancient 
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ancient and univerſal opinion, tho? the rea- 
ſons for it are forgot or unknown, and the 
practices derived from it big with the moſt 
a bſurd and ridiculous ſuperſtitions. 


e. 
? 


One cauſe, I think, from which many 
of our ſevereſt ſufferings may be derived, 
may be diſcovered by analogical reaſoning, 
that is, by aſſimilating thoſe things which | 
are not objects of our underſtandings, to 
Others which lye within their reach. Man 
is one link of that vaſt Chain, deſcending 
by inſenſible degrees from infinite perfec- 
tion to abſolute nothing. As there are 
many thouſands below him, ſo muſt there be 
many more above him. If we look down- 
wards, we fee innumerable ſpecies of infe- 
rior Beings, whoſe happineſs and lives are 
. Nependent on his will ; we ſee him eloath- 
d * their ſpoils, and fed by their miſe- 
ries 
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nes and deſtruction, inſlaving ſome, tor- 
W menting others, and murdering millions for 
his luxury or diverſion ; is it not therefore 


amalogous and highly probable, that the 


4 happineſs and life of Man ſhould be equally 
dependent on the wills of his ſuperiors ? 
As we receive great part of our pleaſures, 


and even ſubſiſtence from the ſufferings and 


deaths of lower animals, may not theſe ſupe- 


rior Beings do the ſame from ours, and that 


by ways as far above the reach of the moſt 
exalted human underſtandings, as the means 


by which we receive our benefits are above 


the capacities of the meaneſt creatures deſ- 
tined for our ſervice? The fundamental Er- 
ror in all our reaſonings on this ſubject, is 
that of placing ourſelves wrong in that pre- 
ſumptuous climax of Beaſt, Man, and God; 
from whence, as we ſuppoſe falſely, that 


W there is nothing above us except the Su- 
2 | preme 
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preme Being, we fooliſhly conclude that al 
the Evils we labour under mult be derived 
Immediately from his omnipotent hand: 
whereas there may be numberleſs interme- 
diate Beings, who have power to deceive, 
torment, or deſtroy us, for the ends only 
of their own pleaſure or utility, who may 
be veſted with the ſame privileges over 
their inferiors, and as much benefited by 
the uſe of them, as ourſelves. In what 
manner theſe benefits accrue to them, it 1s 
impoſſible for us to conceive z but that im- 
poſſibility leſſens not the probability of this 
conjecture, which by Analogy is ſo ſtrongly 
confirmed. | 


Should you, Sir, have been lately em- 
: ployed in reading ſome of thoſe fublime Au- 
thors,. who, from pride and ignorance, de- 
light to puff up the dignity of Human Na- 
ture, the notions here advanced may appear 
2 to 
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to you abſurd and incredible, becauſe in- 
conſiſtent with that imaginary dignity; and 
you may object, that it is impoſſible that 
God ſhould ſuffer innocence to be thus at- 
Red, and reaſon thus decerved ; that tho? 
he may permit animals made ſolely for the 
uſe of man to be thus abuſed for his con- 
venience or recreation; yet that Man him- 
ſelf, the ſole poſſeſſor of reaſon, the Lord of 


1 this terreſtrial globe, his own ambaſſador, 


vicegerent, and ſimilitude, ſhould be thus 
dependent on the will of others, muſt be 
utterly inconſiſtent with the divine Wiſdom 
and juſtice. But pray, Sir, what does all 
this prove, but the importance of a Man 
to himſelf ? Is not the juſtice of God as 
much concerned to preſerve. the happineſs 
of the meaneſt Inſet which he has called 
into being, as of the greateſt Man that ever 


lived ? Are not all creatures we ſee made 5 
FJ ſub- 
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ſubſervient to each other's uſes? and what 
is there in Man that he ſhould only be ex- 
empted from this common fate of all cre- 
ated Beings ? The ſuperiority of Man to 
that of other terreſtrial animals is as incon- 
fiderable, in proportion to the immenſe 
plan of univerſal exiſtence, as the difference 
of climate between the north and ſouth end 
of the paper 1 now write upon, with regard 
to the heat and diſtance of the Sun. There 
is nothing leads us into ſo many Errors con- 
cerning the works and deſigns of Provi- 
dence, as that fooliſh vanity that can per- 
ſuade ſuch inſignificant creatures that all 
things were made for their ſervice; from 
whence they ridiculouſſy ſet up Utility to 
themſelyes as the ſtandard of good, and 
conclude every thing to be Evil which ap- 
pears injurious to them or their purpoſes. 
As well might a neft of Ants imagine this 
5 | Globe 
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Globe of Earth I only for them to 
| caſt up into hillocks, and cloathed with 
grain and herbage for their ſuſtenance; 
then accuſe their Creator for permitting 


ſpades to deſtroy them, and ploughs to lay F 


waſte their habitations ; the inconveniences 
of which they feel, but are utterly unable 
to comprehend their uſes, as well as the re- 
lations they themſelves bear to ſuperior 
| Brings, | 


It is e i that none of thoſe Philo- 


ſophers, who were drove to the ſuppoſition 
of two firſt Caufes, and many other abſur- 
dities, to account for the Origin of Evil, 
ſhould not rather have choſen to impute it 
to the miniſtration of intermediate Beings ; ; 
and when they ſaw the happineſs of all infe- 
rior animals dependent on our wills, ſhould 
not have concluded, that the good order 

H 2 and 
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and well-being of the Univerſe might re- 
quire that ours ſhould be as dependent on 
the wills of ſuperior Beings, accountable 


wonderful, | becauſe the exiſtence and influ- 
ence of ſuch Beings has been an article in 


appeared in the world. In the beautiful 
ſyſtem of the Pagan theology, their Sylvan 
and Houſhold Deities, their Nymphs, Sa- 
tyrs, and Fawns, were- of this kind. All 
the barbarous nations that have ever been 
diſcovered, have been found to believe and 
adore intermediate ſpiritual Beings, both 
good and evil, The Jewiſh religion not 


but of their tempting g, deceiving, and tor- | 
menting mankind; and the whole ſyſtem of 
Chriſtianity i is erected entirely 0 on this foun- 
dation, 
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like ourſelves to one common Lord and 
Father of all things. This is the more 


\ fl . \ , > - et 
— [Pe RY nn * 


the Creed of all religions that have ever 


only confirms the belief of their exiſtence, 


'T hus, 
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Thus, Sir, you ſee the good order of 
the whole, and the happineſs it receives 


from a proper ſubordination, will ſufficient- 
ly account for the ſufferings of individuals; 


I and all ſuch ſhould be conſidered but as 
the neceſſary taxes which every member 


of this great Republick of the Univerſe 


is obliged to pay towards the ſupport of. 


the Community. It is no derogation from 


the divine Goodneſs that theſe taxes are not 


always! impoſed equally in. the preſent ſtate: - 


of things; becauſe as every individual is, 


but a part of the great whole, ſo is the; 


preſent ſtate but a part of a long, or per- 
haps.an eternal ſucceſſion of others; and, 


like a ſingle day in the natural life, has re- 
terence to many more, both paſt and to 
come. It is but as a page in a voluminous, 


accompt, from which no judgment can be 
une on the ſtate of the whole; but of 
8 H 3 this 
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this we may be aſſured, that the balance 
will ſome time or other be ſettled with 
juſtice. and impartiality. The certainty 
therefore of a future ſtate, in which we, 
and indeed all creatures endued with ſen- 
fation, ſhall ſomehow or other exiſt, ſeems 
(if all our notions of juſtice are not erro- 
neous) as demonſtrable as the Juſtice of 
their Creator ; for if he is juſt, all ſuch 
Creatures muſt have their account of happi-. 
_ neſs and miſery ſomewhere adjuſted with 
equity, and all creatures capable of virtue 
and vice muſt, according to their beha- 
viour, receive rewards and puniſhments; 
and, to render theſe puniſhments conſiſt- 
ent with infinite goodneſs, they muſt not 
only be proportioned to their crimes, but 
alſo ſome way neceſſary to univerſal Good; 
for no creatures can be called out of their 
primitive * by« an all-wife and bene- 

| volent 


. Digs 


AJ 
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volent Creator, to be loſers by their exiſt- 
ence, or to be made miſerable for no bene- 
| ficial end, even by their own miſbehaviour : 
ſo that all future miſery, as well as preſent, 
muſt be ſubſervient to happineſs, or other- 
wiſe infinite Power, joined with infinite 
Goodneſs, would have prevented von vice 
and puniſhment, 


For this reaſon, amongſt all the ſhort- 
ſighted conjectures of Man into the diſpen- 
ſations of Providence and a future State, 
the ancient doctrine of Tranſmigration 
ſeems the moſt rational and moſt conſiſtent 
with his wiſdom and goodneſs; as by it all 
the unequal diſpenſations of things ſo ne- 
ceffary in one Life may be ſet right in ano- 
ther, and all creatures ſerve the higheſt and 
loweſt, the moſt eligible and moſt burthen- 
dome offices of life, by an equitable kind of 
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— wrote weed — 


rotation; by which means their rewards 
and puniſhments may not only be well 
proportioned to their behaviour, but alſo 
ſubſervient towards carrying on the Buſi- 
neſs of the Univerſe, and thus at the ſame 
time anſwer the purpoſes both of juſtice and 
utility. But the pride of man will not ſut- 
fer us to treat this ſubject with the ſeciouſ- 
neſs it deſerves ; but rejects as both impt- 
- ous and ridiculous every ſuppoſition of in. 
ferior creatures ever arriving at its own 
imaginary dignity, allowing at the ſame 
time the probability of human Nature being 
exalted to the angelick, a much wider and 
more extraordinary tranſition, but yet ſuch 
A one as may probably be the natural con- 
ſequence, as well as the reward of a virtu- 
ous life: nor is it leſs likely that our vices 
may debaſe us to the ſervile condition of 
inferior animals, 1 in whoſe forms we may be 
ſeverely 


| 
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ſcverely puniſhed for the injuries we have 


done to Mankind when amongſt them, and 


be obliged in ſome meaſure to repair them, 
by performing the drudgeries tyrannically 
| impoſed upon us for their ſervicſe. 

| 5 


; From what has been ſaid, I think 1 


plainly appears that numberleſs Evils do 


actually exiſt, which could not have been 


excluded from the works of infinite good- 
neſs even by infinite power; and from hence 


it may be concluded, that there are none 


which could; but that God has exerted all 
his ompipotence to introduce all poſſible 
happineſs, and as far as the imperfection 
of created things would permit, to exclude 
all miſery, that is, all natural Evil, from 
the univerſal ſyſtem ; which notwithſtand- 


ing will introduce itſelf in many circum- 


ſtances, even in oppoſition to infinite Power. 
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The Origin of Moral Evil lies much 
deeper, and I will venture to aſſert has ne. 
ver yet been fathomed by the ſhort line of 
human underſtanding. That I ſhall be able 
to reach it, I have by no means the vanity 
to imagine: but, laying aſide all precon- 
ceived opinions and ſyſtematical prejudice, 
I will in my next endeavour to come as 
near it as lies in the power of, 
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On MoRAL Evil, 


SIR, 


ence of Natural Evil has been ſufficiently. 
accounted for, without any derogation from 
the power, wiſdom, or goodneſs of God. 
What next remains to be cleared up, 1s the 
Origin of Moral Evil; which, conſiſtently⸗ 
with the ſame Divine Attributes, I have 


8 
never ſeen accounted for by any Author, 


er 
4 


Ann 


Muſt now " leave that * and os 
road thro' which I have hitherto con- 
ducted you, and carry you thro' unfre- 
quented paths, and ways untrodden by phi- 
loſophic feet. Already, I think, the exiſt- 
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uncient or modern, in a manner that could 
give tolerable ſatisfaction to a rational In- 
quirer. Nor indeed can this be ever effec- 
tually performed, without at the ſame time 
taking into conſideration all thoſe moſt ab- 
ſtruſe ſpeculations concerning the nature of 
Virtue, Free-will, Fate, Grace, and Pre- 
deſtination, the debates of ages, and mat- 
ter of innumerable folios. To attempt 
this, therefore, in the compaſs of a Lettcr, 
would-be the higheſt preſumption, did not 
I well know the clear and ready compre- 
henfion of the perſon to whom it is addrci- 
ſed; and alſo, that the moſt difficult of theſe 
kinds of diſquiſitions are uſually better ex- 
plained in a few lines, than by a thouſand 
Pages. | | 


'In oder therefore to find out "The true 
Ori igin of Moral Evil, it will be neceſſary 


in the firſt place, to inquire into its nature 
and 
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and effence ; or what it is that conſtitutes 
one action Evil, and another Good. Vari- 
ous have been the opinions of various Au- 
thors on this Criterion of Virtue; and this 
variety has rendered that doubtful, which 
muſt otherwiſe have been clear and manifeſt 
to the meaneſt capacity. Some indeed have 
denied that there is any ſuch thing , becauſe 
different ages and nations have ente tage 
different ſentiments concerning it: but this 
is juſt as reaſonable as to aſſert, that there 
are neither Sun, Moon, nor Stars, becauſe 
Aſtronomers have ſupported different fyſ- 
tems of the motions and magnitudes of theſe 
| celeſtial bodies. Some have placed“it in 
conformity to truth, ſome to the fitneſs bf 
things, and others to the will of God. 
But all this is merely ſuperficial : they re- 
ſolve us not why truth, or the fitneſs of 
things, are ether eligible or obligatory, or 


why ; 
2 | 
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why God ſhould require us to act in one 
manner rather than another. The true res. 
ſon of which can poſſibly be no other than 
this, becauſe ſome actions produce Happi- 


neſs, and others Miſery : ſo that all Moral 
Good and Evil are nothing more than the 


production of Natural. This alone it is 
that makes truth preferable to falſehood, 
this that determines the fitneſs of things, 
and this that induces God to command ſome 
3 actions and forbid others. They who ex. 


* — — —-ꝛ — yh 2 


toll the truth, beauty, and harmony of 
Virtue, excluſive of its conſequences, deal 


| but in pompous nonſenſe ; and they who 
would perſuade us, that Good and Evil 
are things indifferent, depending wholly on 
the will of God, do but confound the na- 
ture of things, as well as all our notions of 
God himſelf, by repreſenting him capable 
of willing contrad! ictions; : that is, that we 
ſhould 
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ſhould be, and be happy, and at the ſame 
time that we ſhould torment and deſtroy 
each other for 1 injuries cannot be made be- 
ad vice cannot be made virtue 
by any power whatever. It is the conſe- 
quences therefore of all human actions that 
muſt ſtamp their value. So far as the ge- 
neral practice of any action tends to produce 
Good, and introduce happineſs into the 
world, ſo far we may pronounce it virtu- 
us; ſo much Evil as it occaſions, ſuch is 
the degree of vice it contains. I ſay, the 
general practice, becauſe we muſt always 
remember in judging by this rule, to apply 
it only to the general ſpecies of actions, and 
not to particular actions; for the infinite 
wiſdom of God, deſirous to ſet bounds to 
the deſtructive conſequences which muſt o- 
therwiſe have followed from the univerſal 
| 1 de- 
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depravity of mankind, has fo wonderfully 
contrived the nature of things, that our 
molt vitious actions may ſometimes acci- 
dentally and collaterally, produce Good. 
Thus, for inſtance, robbery may diſperſe 
uſeleſs hoards to the benefit of the publick 
Adultery may bring heirs, and good hu- 
mour too, into many families, where they 
would otherwiſe have been wanting; and 
Murder free the world from tyrants and 
oppreſſors. Luxury maintains its thou- 
ſands, and Vanity its ten thouſands. Su- 
perſtition and Arbitrary Power contribute 
to the grandeur of many nations, and the 
liberties of others are preſerved by the per- 
petual contentions of avarice, knavery, ſel- 
fiſhneſs and ambition: and thus the wort 
of vices. and the worſt of Men are often 
compelled by Providence to ſerve the moſt 
beneficial purpoſes, contrary to their own 
male 
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thus private vices become public benefits 
by the force only of accidental circum- 
ſtances. But this impeaches not the truth of 
the Criterion of Virtue before mentioned, 
the only ſolid foundation on which any true 
ſyſtem of ethics can be built, the only 
plain, ſimple, and uniform rule by which 
we can paſs any judgment on our actions; 


but by this we may be enabled, not only 
to determine which are good, and which 


are evil, but almoſt mathematically to de- 


monſtrate the proportion of Virtue or Vice 


which belongs to each, by comparing them 
with the degrees of happineſs or miſery 


which they occaſion. But tho! the produc- 


tion of happineſs is the Effence of virtue, 
it is by no means the End: the great End 
is the probation of Mankind, or the giving 
them an opportunity of exalting of degrad- 

12 ing 


malevolent tendeneies and inclinations; and 
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ing themſelves in another ſtate by their be- 
haviour in the preſent. And thus indeed it 
anſwers two moſt important purpoſes; thoſe 
are, the conſervation of our happineſs, and 


the teſt of our obedience: for had not ſuch 


a teſt ſeemed neceſſary to God's infinite wiſ- 


dom, and productive of univerſal Good, 


he would never have permitted the happi- 


neſs of Men, even in this life, to have de- 


| pended on {o precarious a tenure, as their 
mutual good behaviour to each other. For 
ir is . obſervable, that he who beſt knows 
our formation, has truſted no one thing of 


importance to our reaſon or virtue: he 
truſts only to our appetites for the ſupport 
of the individual, and the continuance of 


our ſpecies; to our vanity, or compaſſion, 


for Our bounty to others; and to our fears, 
for the preſervation of ourſelves; often to 
our vices fer the ſupport of Government, 

8 and 
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and ſometimes to our follies for the preſer- 
vation of our Religion. But ſince ſome 


teſt of our obedience was neceſſary, nothing 
ſure could have been commanded for that 
end ſo fit and proper, and at the ſame time 
ſo uſeful, as the practice of virtue ; nothing 
have been ſo juſtly rewarded with happi- 
neſs, as the production of happineſs in con- 
formity to the will of God. It is this con- 
formity alone which adds merit to virtue, 
and conſtitutes the eſſential difference be- 
tween Morality and Religion. Morality 
obliges Men to live honeſtly and ſoberly, 
becauſe ſuch behaviour. is moſt conducive. 
to publick happineſs, and conſequently to 
their own ; Religion, to purſue the ſame 
courſe, becauſe conformable to the will of 
their Creator. Morality induces them to 
embrace virtue from prudential conſidera- 
5H tions; 


— 


tions; Religion, from thoſe of gratitude 
and obedience. Morality, therefore, en- 
tirely abſtracted from Religion can have no- 
thing meritorious in it; it being but wif. 
dom, prudence, or good economy, which, 
like health, beauty, or riches, are rather 
obligations conferred upon us by God, than 
merits in us towards him; for tho' we may 
bs juſtly puniſhed for injuring ourſelves, 
we can claim no reward for ſelf. preſerva- 
tion; as ſuicide deſerves puniſhment and 
infamy, but a Man deſerves no reward or 
| honours for not being guilty of it. This 1 
take to be the meaning of all thoſe paſſages 
in our Seriptures in which Works are re- 
preſented to have no merit without Faith; 
that is not without believing in hiſtorical 
facts, in ereeds, and articles; but without 
being done in purſuance of our belief in 

oh 5 God, 
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God, and in obedience to his commands *. 
And now having mentioned Scripture, 
I cannot omit obſerving, that the Chriſ- 
tian is the only religious or moral Inſti- 

tution 


* What was that Faith, which the Author of 
the Chriſtian Religion indiſpenfably required in 
all his diſciples ? It could not be a litera}, and im- 
plicit belief of the divine inſpiration of all the 
Books of the Old Teftament ; and conſequently - 
of all the Hiſtory, Chronology, Geography, and 
Philoſophy contained in them; becauſe to theſe 
the Jews, who rejected it, adhered with the moſt 
{uperſtitious exactneſs: it could nat be the fame 
kind of belief in the writings of the New Teſta- 
ment, becauſe theſe in his life-time had no exiſt- 
ence: much leſs could it conſiſt in a blind aſſent 
to the numberleſs explanations of theſe. books, 
and leaſt of all in the Belief of Creeds, Articles, 
and theological Syſtems founded on ſuch explana- 
tions, for all theſe were the produQtions of later 

14 Ages. 
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tution in the world that ever ſet in a right 
Fi light theſe two material points, the Eſſence 
| and the End of virtue. that ever founded 
the one in the production of happineſ, 
that is in univerſal benevolence, or, i in their 
language, Charity to all men; the other, 
In the probation of man, and his obedience 
to his Creator. Sublime and magnificent as 
was the philoſophy of the Ancients, all 
their moral ſyſtems were deficient in theſe 
two important articles, They were all 
built on the ſandy foundations of the innate 
beauty of virtue, or enthuſiaſtic patriotiſm; 
and their great point in view was the con- 
temptible reward of human glory ; foun- 


Ages. It muſt therefore have been this, and this 
alone; a fincere Belief in the divine Authority 
of his miſſion, and a conſtant practice of all Mo- 


ral duties from a ſenſe of 1 being 1 to 
his commands. 


- Cations 
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dations which were by no means able to ; 
ſupport the magnificent ſtructures which. 
they erected upon them; for the beauty of 
virtue, independent of its effects, is un- 
meaning nonſenſe: patriotiſm which in- 
I jures mankind 1n general for the ſake of a 
particular country, is but a more extended 
ſelfiſhneſs, and really criminal; and all hu 
man glory but a mean and ridiculous de- 
luſion. The whole affair then of Religion 
and Morality, the ſubject of ſo many thou- 
ſand volumes, is in ſhort no more than this : 
The Supreme Being, infinitely govd, as 
well as powerful, deſirous to diffuſe happi- 
neſs by all poſſible means, has created innu- 
merable ranks and orders of Beings, all | 
ſubſervient to each other by proper ſubordi- | 
nation, One of theſe is occupied by Man, 
a creature endued with ſuch a certain de- 
gree of knowledge, reaſon, and free-will, 
| as 
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as is ſuitable to his ſituation, and placed 


for a time on this globe as in a ſchool of 


probation and education. Here he has an 


opportunity given him of improving or de- 
baſing his nature, in ſuch a manner, as to 


render himſelf fit for a rank of higher per. 
fection and happineſs, or to degrade him- 
ſelf to a ſtate of greater imperfection and 
miſery ; neceſfary indeed towards carrying 
on the buſmeſs of the Univerſe, but very 


_ grievous and burthenſome to thoſe indivi- 


duals, who, by their own miſconduct, are 


obliged to ſubmit to it. The teſt of this 


his behaviour, is doing good, that is, co- 


operating with his Creator, as far as his 


narrow ſphere of action will permit, in the 
production of happinefs. And thus the 
happineſs and miſery of a future ſtate will 


be the juſt reward or puniſhment of pro- 
moting or preventing happineſs in this, 50 


| arti- 
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artificially by this means is the nature of all 
human virtue and vice contrived, that their 
rewards and puniſhments are woven as it 
| were into their very eſſence; their imme- 
dite effects give us a foretaſte of their fu- 
ture; and their fruits in the preſent life 
are the proper ſamples of what they muſt 
unavoidably produce in another. We have 
| Reaſon given us to diſtinguiſh theſe conſe- 
quences, and regulate our conduct; and 
leſt that ſhould neglect its poſt, Conſcience 
alſo is appointed as an inſtinctive kind of 
monitor, perpetually to remind us both of 
our intereſt and our duty. So, f 


When we conſider how wonderfully the 
practice of Virtue is thus inforced by our 
Great Creator, and that all which he re- 
quires of us under that title is only to be 
happy, that is to make each other ſo; and 
2 ; . when 


— 
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when at the ſame time we look round us, 
and ſee the whole race of mankind thro' e. 
very ſucceſſive generation tormenting, inju. if : 
ring and deſtroying each other, and perpe- 
tually counteracting the gracious deſigns of 
their Maker, it is a moſt aſtoniſhing pa. 
radox how all this comes to paſs ; why God 
| ſhould ſuffer himſelf to be thus defeated in 
his beſt purpoſes by creatures of his own 
making; or why man ſhould be made with 
diſpofitions to defeat them at the expence 
of his own preſent and future happinek; 
why infinite Goodneſs ſhould form crea- 
tures inclined to oppoſe its own benevolent 
deſigns, or why infinite Power ſhould thus 
ſuffer itſelf to be oppoſed. 


There are ſome, I know, who extricate 

themſelves from this difficulty very con- 
ciſely by aſſerting, that there is in fact no 
e i. ſuch 


\ 


propenſity to vice in human nature; but 
as this aſſertion is directly contrary to the 


the opinion of the Philoſophers and Mo- 
E raliſts of all ages, and to the moſt conſtant 
and invariable experience of every hour; I 
think they no more deſerve an anſwer, 
than they who would afirm, that a ſtone 


eravity, or that flame has no inclination to 
aſtend. 


difficulty by the ableſt Philoſophers and 
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ach original depravity, no ſuch innate 


expreſs declaration of the Scriptures, to 


has no tendency to the Center by its natural 


But the uſual ſolution applied to this. 


Divines, with which: they themſelves, and 
molt of their readers, ſeem perſectly ſatisfi- 
ed, is comprehended in the following rea- 
ſoning: that Man came perfect out of the 
hands of his Creator, both in virtue and 


happi- 
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he ſhould be a Net- igen, than a mere ma. 
chine, God endued him with Freedom of 
will; from the abuſe of which F reedom, 
all Miſery and Sin, that is, all natural and 
moral Evils, derive their exiſtence : from 
all ſuch therefore the Divine Goodneſs i 
ſafficiently juſtified, by reaſon they could 
not be prevented without the loſs of ſu- 


perior Good: for to create Men free, and 
.at the ſame time compel them to be virtu- 
ous, is utterly impoſſible. 


But whatever air of demonſtration this 
argument may aſſume, by whatever fam'd 
Preachers it may have been uſed, or by 
whatever learned Audiences it may have 
been approved, I will venture to affirm, 


that i it is falſe in all its Principles, and in 


its Concluſion alſo; and! think it may be 
| clearly 
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clearly ſhewn, that God did not make Man 
abſolutely Perfect, nor abſolutely Free; nor, 
if he had, would this in the leaſt have juſ- 
tifed the introduction of wickedneſs and 
miſery. 


T hat Man came perfect, that is . 
with all poſſible perfections, out of the 
hands of his Creator, is evidently a falſe 
notion derived from the Philoſophers of the 
firſt ages, founded on their ignorance of the 
Origin of Evil, and inability to account 
for it on any other hypotheſis : they un- 
derſtood not that the univerſal Syſtem re- 
quired Subordination, and conſequently 
comparative Imperfections; nor that in the 
Scale of Beings there muſt be ſomewhere. 
ſuch a creature as Man with all his infir- 
mities about him : that the total removal 
of theſe would be altering his very naturez 
and 
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Ind that as ſoon as e been Perfeq he 
muſt ceaſe to be Man. The truth of this 
I think, has been ſufficiently proved; and 
beſides, the very ſuppoſition of a Being o- 
riginally perfect, and yet capable of render. 
ing itſelf wicked and miſcrable, is undoubt- 


edly a C ontradiction, that very power being 
the higheſt imperfection in e. 
That God made Man perfectly free is no 
leſs falſe : Men have certainly ſuch a de- 
gree of Free-will as to make them ac- 


countable, and juftly puniſhable for the 
abuſe of it; but abſolute and independent 
F ree- will 1 is what, I believe, no created Be- 


ing can be poſſeſſed of. Our actions pro- 
ceed from our Wills, but our wills muſt be 
derived from the natural diſpoſitions im- 
planted in us by the Author of our Be- 
ing : wrong elections proceed from wrong 

| appte- 


apprehenſions, or unruly paſſions; and 
theſe from our original Frame or acciden- 
tal Education: theſe muſt determine all our 


actions, for we have no power to act dif- 


ferently, theſe previous circumſtances 
continuing, exactly the ſame. Had God 


thought proper to have made all Men with 
the ſame heads, and the ſame hearts, which 
he has given to the moſt virtuous of the 
ſpecies, they would all have excelled in the 


ſame virtues : or had the Bias implanted 


in Human Nature drawn as ſtrongly towards 
the good ſide, as it now apparently does 
towards the bad, it would have operated 
as ſucceſsfully, and with as little infringe- 


ment on human Liberty. Men, as well 
as all other animals, are exactly fitted for 


the purpoſes they are deſigned for; and 
have inclinations and diſpoſitions given 
them accordingly : He, ho implanted pa- 


. tience 
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tience in the Lamb, obedience in the Horfe, 
fidelity in the Dog, and innocence in the 
Dove, might as eaſily have inſpired the breaſt 
of Man with theſe and all other virtues; and 
then his actions would have certainly cor- 
reſponded with his Formation : therefore, 
in the ſtrict philoſophical ſenſe, we have 
certainly no Free-will ; that is, none inde- 
pendent of our Frame, our Natures, and 
the Author of them. 

But were both theſe Propoſitions true, 
were Men originally created both perfect 
and free, yet this would by no means juſtify 
ie introduction of moral Evil; becauſe, 
if his perfection was immediately to be de- 
ſtroyed by his Free-will, he might as well 
never have been poſſeſt of the one, and 
much better have been prevented from mak- 
ing ule of the other ; let us diſpute there. 

fore 
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fore as long as we pleaſe, it muſt eternally 
be the ſame thing, whether a Creator of 


infinite power and knowledge created Be- 
ings originally wicked and miſerable, or 
gave them a power to make themſelves ſo, 


foreknowing they would em ploy that power 


to their own deſtruction. 


If moral Evil therefore cannot be derived 


from the Abuſe of Free- will in Man, from 


whence can we trace its origin? Can it pro- 
ceed from a juſt, a wiſe, and a benevolent 
God? Can ſuch a God form Creatures with 
diſpoſitions to do Evil, and then puniſh 
them for acting in conformity to thoſe evil 
diſpoſitions ? Strange and aſtoniſhing in- 


deed muſt this appear to us, who know ſo 


little of the univerſal Plan! but it is far, I 
think, from being irreconcileable with the 


juſtice of the Supreme Diſpoſer of all 


K 2 things : 
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things : for let us but once acknowledge 
the truth of our firſt great propoſition, (and 
moſt certainly true it is) that natural Evis 
exiſt from ſome neceſſity in the nature of 
things, which no power can diſpenſe with 
or prevent, the expediency of moral Evi 
will perhaps follow on courſe : for if mi- 
ſery could not be excluded from the works 
of a benevolent Creator by infinite power, 
theſe miſeries muſt be endured by fone 
creatures or other for the good of the whole: 
and if there were none capable of wicked- 
neſs, then they muſt fall to the ſhare «f 
thoſe who are perfectly innocent. Here 
again we fee. our difficulties ariſe from 
our wrong notions of Om nipotence, and 
forgetting how many difficulties it has 
to contend with: in the preſent inſtance 
it is obliged either to afflict Innocence or 
be the cauſe of Wickedneſs; it has plain- 
i 4 — 5 
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ly no other Option: what then could infi- 
| nite Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Goodneſs do in; 


this ſituation, more conſiſtent with itſelf, 


than to call into being Creatures formed 


with ſuch depravity, in their diſpoſitions, 


as to induce many of them to act in ſuch a 
manner as to. render themſelves proper ſub-- 
jects for ſuch neceſſary ſufferings, and yet 
at the ſame time indued with ſuch a de- 
gree * of Reaſon and Free- will as to put it 
in 


Some have aſſerted that there can be no de- 
grees of Free - will, but that every Being muſt be 
abſolutely free, or poſſeſſed of no Freedom at all: 
and this ſeems to have been the principal error 


that has led thoſe who have ſupported both 


ſides of this Queſtion into ſo many abſurdities; as 
it well might, ſince they were both equally wrong 
in eſpouſing a propoſition, which contradiRs both 


reaſon and experience. Brutes have a certain 
- | 'S degree 
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in the power of every individual to eſcape 
them by their good behaviour : ſuch 2 
Creature is Man; ſo corrupt, baſe, cruel 
and wicked as to convert theſe unavoidable 


degree of Free - will; elſe why do we correct them 
for their miſbehaviour, or why do they amend 
upon correction? yet certainly they have not ſo 
great a degree as ourſelves A man raving mad 
is not, nor is conſidered as a Free- agent; a man 
| leſs mad has a greater portion of Freedom; and 
a man not mad at all has the greateſt; but ſtil! 
the degree of his Freedom muſt bear a proportion 
to the weakneſs of his underſtanding, and the 


ſtrength of his paſſions and prejudices; all which 


are a perverſion of reaſon, and madneſs as far as 
they extend, and operate on Free-will in the very 
ſame manner: fo that it is fo far from being true, 
that all men are equally free, that probably there 


ate no two men, who are poſſeſſed of exactly the 
ſame degree of Freedom, 


miſe 


* 
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7 


miſeries into Juſt puniſhments, and at the 


ſame time ſo ſenſible of his own depravity 
and the fatal conſequences of guilt, as to 


be well able to correct the one, and to 
avoid the other. Here we ſee a ſubſtantial 
Reaſon for the depravity of Man, and the 


admittance of Moral Evil in theſe circum- 


ſtances ſeems not only compatible with the 


juſtice of God, but one of the higheſt in- 


ſtances of his conſummate wiſdom in or- 


dering and diſpoſing all things in the beſt 


Nut. 


I preſume not by what has been here ſaid 


to determine on the councils of the Almigh- 
ty, to triumph in the .compleat diſcovery 


of the Origin of Moral Evil, or to aſſert 


that this is the certain or ſole cauſe of its 
Ks we 


manner their imperfect natures will ad- 
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136 The NATURE and 
exiſtence; I propoſe it only as a Gueſs con- 
cerning the reaſon of its admiſſion, more 
probable, and leſs derogatory from the di. 
vine wiſdom, and juſtice, than any, that 
has hitherto been offered for that pur- 
| pole. . 
. "There is undoubtedly Taping farther 
in the general Depravity of Mankind than 
we are aware of, and probably many great 
and wiſe ends are anſwered by it to us to- 


tally incomprehenſible. God, as has been 


ſhewn, would never have permitted the 
exiſtence of Natural Evil, but from the im- 
poſſibility of preventing it without the lob 
of ſuperior Good: and on the ſame princi- 
ple the admiſſion of Moral Evil is equally 
conſiſtent with the divine Goodneſs: and 


who is he ſo knowing in the whole ftupen- 


dous ſyſtem of Nature as to aſſert, that 
the 
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innumerable unknown Orders of others? 
or chat the Puniſhments of ſome may nor 
contribute to the Felicity of numbers infi- 
nitely ſuperior: ? | 


To this Pope the learned Hugenius 
ſays with great ſagacity, Præterca S 


et, ipſa illa animi vitia magna hominum 


parti, non fine ſummo concilio data «ſe : Cum 


enim Dei providentid talis fit Tellus, ejuſque 


incole, quales cernimus, abſurdum enim foret 


exiſtimare omnia bæc alia acta eſe, quan 


tie voluerit,  ſeiveritque ſutura 


But let us not forget that this neceſſity 


of Vice and Puniſhment, and its ſubſervi- 


ency to publick Good, makes no alteration 
in their natures with regard to Man; for, 


*Coſmotheoros, Lib. 1. p. 34. 
| tho 


_—_ 


the Wickedneſs of ſome Beings may not, by. 
means inconceivable to us, be beneficial to 


1 
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tho the wiſdom of God may extract from 
the wickedneſs of Men ſome remote bene 
fits to the Univerſe ; yet that alters not the 
caſe with regard to them, nor in the leaſt 
extenuates their Guilt. He has given them 
reaſon ſuficient to inform them, that their 
injuries to each other are diſpleaſing to him, 
and Free-will ſufficient to refrain from ſuch 
actions, and may therefore puniſh their 
diſobedience without any infringement of 
juſtice : He knows indeed, that though 
none are under any compulſion to do Evil, 
pet that they are all ſo framed, that many 
will certainly do it; and He knows allo 
that incomprehenſible ſecret why it is neceſ- 
ſary that many ſhould: but his knowledge 

having no relation to their determinations 
© renders not their vices leſs criminal, nor the 

puniſhment of them leſs equitable : for, 
tho* with regard to God, Vice may be per- 
, 2 haps 
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haps the conſequence of Miſery, that is, 
| Men may be inclined to Vice in order to 
render them proper objects of ſuch a degree 


of Miſery as was unavoidably neceſſary, 


and previouſly determined for the ſake of 
publick Good, yet, in regard to Man, Mi- 
ſery is the conſequence of Vice; that is, all 
| human Vices produce Miſery, and are juſtly 
puniſhed by its infliction, 


I it be objected that this makes God the 


Author of Sin, I anſwer, God is and muſt 
be the Author of every thing; and to fay 
that any thing is, or happens, indepen- 


dent of the firſt Cauſe, is to ſay that ſome- 
thing exiſts, or happens, without any Cauſe - 


at all. God is the Author, if it may be 


ſo expreſſed, of all the natural Evils in 
the Univerſe; that is, of the feweſt poſe 
ible in the nature of things; and why 


may 
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may he not be the Author of all moral E. 


vil in the ſame manner and on the ſame 

principle? If natural Evil owes its exiſt- 
ence to neceſſity, why may not moral ? If 
Miſery brings with it its Utility, why may 
not Wickedneſs? ü 


08 If ſtorms and een Wa not Heu n g's 
« deſign, 


& Why then a Botgia or a Catiline ! hag 


| Wherefore it ought always to be con- 
ſidered, that, tho* Sin in Us, who ſee no 


farther than the Evils it produces, is-Evil, 
and juſtly puniſhable; yet in God, who 
ices the cauſes and connections of all 
things, and the neceſſity of its admiſſion, 
that admiſſion may be no Evil at all, and 


that neceſſity a ſufficient vindication of his 
| Goodneſs. 


But 


4 


But it may be alledged that this prin- 
ciple totally changes the Nature of Vice, 
deſtroys the Criterion before affixed to it, 
and encourages the univerſal practice of 


wickedneſs : for if Moral Evil, and the 


puniſhment of it, are neceſſary towards pro- 
moting "univerſal Good, then the more 
wicked men are, the more they promote 
that Good; and the more they co-operate 
with their Creator in compleating his great 
and benevolent plan of univerſal happineſs. 


But this reaſoning is extremely fallacious : 


becauſe no collateral, remote, unknown 
and undeſigned Good reſulting from Vice 
can alter the Nature of it, or diveſt it of 
criminality ; and moreover if that Good 
ariſes only from its puniſhment, ſo far is 
it from an encouragement to wickedneſs, 


that it proves only that the puniſhment 


of it is neceſſary, and unpreventable ; 
2 | „ 
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nay in its nature incapable of remiſſion, 
without a penal ſatisfaction from ſome Be- 
ing or other, nor does its co-operation with 
the deſigns of Providence render it leſs cri- 
minal, or leſs worthy of his juſt indigna- 
tion : all Hiſtories are filled with inſtances 
of the wickedneſs of Men conſpiring to 
bring about the Councils of the Almighty; 
ſuch were the ambition and ferocity of the 
Romans, the obſtinacy of the Jews, the 


cruelty of Herod, and the treachery of Ju- 


das, yet were theſe never eſteemed for that 
reaſon meritorious, or Innocent. 


From this important propoſition, that 


all Natural Evil derives its exiſtence from 


neceſſity, and all Moral from expediency 
ariſing from that neceſſity ; I ſay, from 
this important propoſition, well conſidered 
and purſued, ſuch new lights might be 

| truck 


the 
ler 
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truck out as could not fail, if directed by 
the hands of Learning and Impartiality, to 
lead the human Mind thro' the unknown 
regions of ſpeculation, and to produce the 
moſt ſurpriſing and uſeful diſcoveries in 
Ethicks, Metaphyſicks, and in Chriſtianity 
too: I add Chriſtianity, becauſe it is a 


Maſter-key, which will, I am certain, at 


once unlock all the myſterious and perplex- 
ing doctrines of that amazing Inſtitution, 


and explain fairly, without the leaſt aſ- 


ſiſtance from theological artifice, all thoſe 
abſtruſe ſpeculations of Original Sin, Grace 


and Predeſtination, and vicarious puniſn- 
ments, which the moſt learned, for want 


of this Clue, have never yet been able to 
make conſiſtent with Reaſon or Common- 


ſenſe. 


7 Ada 1 


244 The NATURE and 


In the firſt place, for inſtance, the Doe. 
1 of Original Sim is really nothing more 
than the very Syſtem here laid down, i Into 
which we have been led by cloſely purſuing 
Reaſon, and without which the Origin of 
Moral Evil cannot be accounted for on any 
principle whatever. Indeed, according to 
the common notions of the abſolute Omni 
potence of God, and the abſolute Free-will 
in Man, it is moſt abſurd and impious, as 
it repreſents the Deity voluntarily bringing 
Men into Being with.depraved Diſpoſitions, 
tending to no good purpoſes, and then ar- 


* Original Sin is a contradiction in terms; O- 
riginal ſigniſying innate, and Sin the act of an 
accountable Being: by this expreſſion therefore 
. bf Original Sin cannot be meant original or in- 
nate Guilt, for that is abſolute nonſenſe, but on- 
ly an original depravity, or an innate diſpoſition 


; 4 .#. Sin. 
3 


* 


bitrarily 
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verily puniſhing them for the ſins which 
they occaſion with torments which anſwer 
no ends, either of their reformation or uti- 
lity to the Univerſe : but when we ſee, by: 
the foregoing explanation, the difficulties 
with which Omnipotence was environed, 
and that it was obliged by the neceſſity of 
Natural Evils to admit Moral, all theſe 
abſurdities at once vaniſh, and the Origi- 
nal Depravity of Man appears fairly con- 
ſiſtent with the Juſtice, and even , 
of his Creator. 


4 


The Do&tines of Predeſtination and 
Grace as ſet forth in the Scriptures, on the 
moſt impartial Interpretation, I take to be 
theſe : that ſome men come into the world 
with diſpoſitions ſo extremely bad, chat 
God forcknows that they will certainly be 


guilty of many crimes, and in conſequence 
- i RS | 


- 


— ——— —— 
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be puniſhed for em that to others He 
has given better diſpoſitions, and more- 
over protects them from vice, by a power- 
ful but inviſible influence, in the language 
of thoſe writings called Grace : this Scheme 
has appeared to many ſo partial and unjuſt 
that they have totally rejected it; and en- 
deavoured, by forced interpretations, to ex- 
plain it quite out of the Bible, in contra- 
diftion to all the ſenſe of language and the 
whole tenour of thoſe writings : and in- 
deed, on the old plan of God's abſolute 
Omnipotence, uncontrouled by any previ- 
ous neceſſity, in the nature of things, to 
admit both Natural and Moral Evil, it is 
highly derogatory from His wiſdom and 
Ji goodneſs : but, on the ſuppoſition of that 
previous neceſſity, there appears nothing 
| it incredible in it, nor the leaſt inconſiſtent 
with divine J uſticez becauſe if God was 
5 2 hl: 
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obliged by the nature of things, and for 
the good of the Whole, to ſuffer ſome to 
be wicked, and conſequently miſerable, he 
certainly might protect others both from 
guilt and puniſhment. He in this light | 
may be compared to the commander of a 
| numerous army, who, tho” he is | ; obliged 
to expoſe many to danger, and fome to de- 
ſtruction, yet protects others with ramparts | 
and covert-ways 3, ; but ſo long i he exer- 
ciſes this power for the goOd of the whole, 
theſe diſtinctions amongſt individuals 6ught 
never to be imputed to Partiality or In- 
juſtice. 


8 


The Doctrine of Sacrifice, c or r Vicatious | 

ran iS the moſt univerſal, and yet 
* Tf the puniſt ments of the wicked ſerve bot . 

ſome ends with which we are unacquainted, the 


ſufferings of the innocent can poſſibly bear no 
L 3 _ 
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be puniſhed for dem; that to others He 
has given better diſpofitions, and more. 
over protects them from vice, by a power- 
ful but inviſible influence, in the language 
of thoſe writings called Grace: this Scheme 
has appeared to many ſo. partial and unjuſt 
that they have totally rejected it; and en. 
_ deavoured, by forced interpretations, to ex- 
plain it quite out of the Bible, in contra- 
diction to all the ſenſe of language and the 
whole tenour of thoſe writings : and in- 
deed, on the old plan of God's abſolute 
Omnipotence, uncontrouled by any previ- 
ous neceſſity, in the nature of things, to 
admit both Natural and Moral Evil, it i 

highly derogatory from His wiſdom and 
goodneſs : but, on the ſuppoſition of that 


previous neceſſity, there appears nothing C 


incredible in it, nor the leaſt inconſiſtent 
R | with divine Juſtice; becauſe if God was 
2 | | obli 
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1 obliged by the nature of things, and for 
the good of the whole, ro ſaffer ſome to 
be wicked, and conſequently miſerable, he 
certainly might protect others both from 
guilt and puniſhment. He in this light 
W may be compared to the commatider of a 

| numerous army, who, tho? he is obliged 
to expoſe many to danger, and fome to de- 
ſtruction, yet protects others with ramparts | 
and covert-ways ; but ſo long a5 he exer- 
ciſes this power for the good of the Whole, 
theſe diſtinctions amongſt individuals bought 
never to be imputed to Partiality or In- 
juſtice, 


\ 


The Doctrine of Sacrifice, c or Vicarious 
puniſhment, 3 is the moſt univerſal, and yet 
* If the pritifaients of the wicked fer dot 
lome ends with which we are unacquainted, the' 
ſufferinzs of the innocent can poſſibly bear no 
L 8 man- 
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excluſive of this Plan the moſt abſurd, ot 
all religious Tenets that ever entered into 
the Mind of Man: ſo abſurd is it, that 
how it came to be ſo univerſal is not eaſy to 
be accounted for: Pagans, Jews and Chri. 
tians, have all agreed in this one point, tho 
differing in all others; and have all treated 
it as a ſelf-evident principle, that the Sins 
of one Creature might be attoned for by 
the Sufferings of another: but from 
whence they derived this — opinion, 
none of them have pretended to give any 


account, or to produce in 1ts defence the 
leaſt ſhadow of a Reaſon : for that there 


manner of relation to them ; 5 conſequently R 

the words Sacrifice, Attonement, Propitiation, and ir 

Vicarious Puniſhments can no more have any g 

ideas affixed to them than the ringing of a bell, 

or the blowing of a trumpet, but ate mere Sounds t 

without any meaning at all, 1 
| 


S 8 | | 1 
. * ; l ſhould 


ſhould be any manner of connection between 


make one of Juſtice, is ſo fundamentally 
wrong, ſo diametrically oppoſite to com- 


alſo may be a little cleared up, and will by, 
no means appear ſo very inconſiſtent with 
Reaſon: for if a certain quantity of Miſery, . 


in ſome part of the Univerſal Syſtem is ne- 
ceſſary to the Happineſs and Well-being of - 


the Whole; and if this neceſſity ariſes from 


its anſwering ſome purpoſes incomprehen- | 


ble to the human Underſtanding; I will 
5 3 
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the Miſeries of one Being and the Guilt of 
another; or, that the puniſhing the Inno- 
cent, and excuſing the Guilty, ſhould be a 
mark of God's Deteſtation of Sin; or, that 
two acts of the higheſt Injuſtice ſnould 


| mon-ſenſe, and all our ideas of juſtice, that 
it is equally aſtoniſhing that ſo many ſhould 
believe it themſelves, or impoſe it upon o- 
thers, But on the foregoing theory this 
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aſk any impartial Reaſoner, Why the Sul. 
ferings of ane Being may not anſwer the 


ſame Ends, or be as effectual towards pro. L 
moting Univerſal Good as the Sufferings of ? 
another ? If the Miſeries of Individuals are l 
to be looked upon as taxes which they are a 

F 


obliged to pay towards the ſupport of the 
Publick, why may not the fufferings of one 
Creature ſerve the fame purpoſes, or abſolye 
as much of that neceſſary tax as the Suffer- | 
ings of another, and on that account be ac- 
bo cepted as a payment or ſatisfaction for their 
Sufferings; that is, for the Sufferings due 
to the Publick Utility from the puniſhment 
of their crimes, without which the Happi- 
neſs of the whole could not ſubſiſt, unleſs 
they ſhould be replaced by the Sufferings of 
others? As we are entirely ignorant why 
| Miery has any exiſtonce at all, or what in- 
| | tereſt 
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tereſt it ſerves in the general Syſtem of 


things, this may poſſibly be the caſe for any 
thing we know; and that it is not, I am 
certain no one can affirm; with Reaſon : 


Reaſon indeed cannot inform us that it is 


ſo, but that it may be, is ane to no 


contradiction to Reaſon. 


If I miſtake not it might be ſhewn, that 


this principle of the neceſſity of Moral Evil, 


and its puniſhment, is the foundation on 


which the whole fabrick of the Chriſtian 
Diſpenſation is erected; the principle itſelf 


is avowed by the Author of that Diſpenſa- 


tion in clear, and expreſs words It muſt 


uteds be, ſays he, that offences come ; but ww9e 
unto that man by whom the Offence cometh. 
That is, it is neceſſary towards compleating 
the deſigns of Providence, that ſome men 


L 4 ſhould 


1.4 2 
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ſhould commit crimes ; but as no Indivi- 
dual is compelled by neceſſity to commit 
, them, Woe unto all, who are thus guilty. 
He came by his excellent precepts, and ex- 
.ample, to diminiſh the quantity of Moral 
Evil in the World, and of Miſery | conſe- 
quential from its puniſhment, but found it 
neceſſary to replace that Miſery in ſome de- 
gree by his own voluntary, and unmerited 
Sufferings: and perhaps the unparallel'd 
tortures inflicted on his diſciples and fol- 
: lowers might be alſo neceſſary, and ſubſer- 
vient to the ſame purpoſes, 


From what has been here ſaid, I think, 


it is evident that the Origin of Evil is by | 
no means ſo difficult to account for as at 


firſt ſight it appears; for it has been 
plainly ſhewn that moſt of thoſe we uſually 


com- 


19h 
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complain of are Evils of Imperfection, 
which are rather the abſence of compara- 
tive Advantages than poſitive Evils, and 


therefore, properly ſpeaking, no. Evils at 


all; and as ſuch, ought to be intirely ſtruck 
out of the Catalogue. It has likewiſe been 


made appear, that of natural Evils, which 
are the ſufferings of ſenſitive Beings, many 


are but the conſequences naturally reſulting 
from the particular circumſtances of parti- 
cular ranks in the ſcale of Exiſtence, which 


could not have been omitted without the 


deſtruction of the Whole; and that many 


more are in all probability neceſſary, by 


means to us incomprehenſible, to the pro- 
duction of Univerſal Good. Laſtly, it has 
been ſuggeſted, that from this neceſſity of 
Natural Evils may ariſe the expediency of 
Morel, Want? which thoſe neceſſary Suf- 

ferings 
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ferings muſt have been with leſs juſtice in. 
flicted on perfect innocence; and moreover 
that it is probable Moral Evil, as well as Na. 
tural, may have ſome ultimate tendency to 
the Good of the Whole; and that the crimes 
and puniſhments of ſome Beings may, by 
ſome means or other, totally beyond the 
reach of our narrow capacities, contribute 
to the F elicity of much greater Numbers. 


This plan, Sir, I am perſuaded is not 
far diſtant from the Truth; and on this 
Foundation, if 1 miſtake not, a Syſtem 
of Morality and Religion, more compleat 
and folid, more conſiſtent, with Reaſon, 
and with Chriſtianity too, might be erected 
than any which has yet appeared : I heartily 
wiſh that ſome perſon of more learning, abi- 
lies and leiſure than myſelf, (and much 
more 


* . - 
X ” N © 4 
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more, I am ſure, of all it would require) 
encouraged by your Favour, and aſſiſted 
by your Sagacity, would undertake it, and 
condeſcend to fill up theſe out-lines ſo in- 
accurately ſketched out by, 
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POLITICAL EviLs: 


On Political Evi L S. 


SIR, 


AEconpInG to my propoſed 
Plan there ſtill remain two forts of 
Evils to be accounted for, Political and 


Religious; under which heads, (if you are 


not already tired with ſo abſtruſe and un- 
entertaining a correſpondence) I mall endea- 


vour to ſhew you, that it is utterly impot- þ 
fible, even for Omnipotence itſelf, to give | 


perfect Government, or a perfect Religion 
to an imperfect Creature; and therefore, 
chat the numberleſs imperfeRions inherent 


in 
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in all human Governments: and Religions, 
are not imputable to God, nor any defect 


| tion in the Univerſe, which neceſſarily ex- 
poſes him to Natural and Moral Evil, 


Beings may probably form to themſelves, 


ment without Tyranny or Corruption, and 


ſubject to innumerable Evils; amongſt 
which thoſe I call Political and Religious 
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of power, wiſdom, or goodneſs in Him; 
but only to the inferiority of Man's ſta. 


and muſt, 'for the ſame reaſon, to Politi- 
cal and Religious ; which are indeed but 
the Conſequences of the other. Superior | 


or receive from their Creator, Govern- 


Religions without Deluſions or Abſurdi- 
ties; but Man cannot: God indeed may 
remove him into ſo exalted a Society ; but. 
whilſt he continues to be Man, he muſt be 


are far from being! the leaſt, 


But as theſe two kinds of Evils are very 
different, they will require different conſi- 
derations; I ſhall therefore in the preſent 
confine myſelf to the Political only; by 
which I mean all thoſe grievous burthens 
of Tyranny and Oppreſſion, of Violence 
and Corruption, of War and. Deſolation, 


under which all Ages and nations have 


ever groaned on account of Govern- 


ment: little leſs deſtructive perhaps to the 


happineſs of Mankind than even Anarchy 
itſelf ; but which, notwithſtanding, are ſo 
woven into the very eſſence of all Human 


Governments from the Depravity of Man, 
that without them none can be either eſta- 


bliſhed, maintained or adminiſtered, nor 
conſequently can they be prevented with- 
out changing that Depravity into perfec- 
tion; that is, without a  compleat Al- 
teration in Human Nature. How this 
PPT 
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comes to paſs may be eaſily explained by 
a ſhort examination, firſt into the nature 
and origin of Government in general, and 
afterwards into thoſe of particular Forms 
and Policies; than which nothing has been 
more commonly miſunderſtood and miſ- 
repreſented. 


As to Government in general, it is no 
wonder, that it is ſo productive of Evil, 
ſince its very Nature conſiſts of Power 
truſted in the hands of ſuch imperfect and 
vicious Creatures as Men, and exerciſed 
over others as imperfect and vicious as 
- themſelves; in which there muſt be Pride, 
_ 'Avarice and C ruelty on one Side, Envy, 
. Ignorance and Obſtinacy on the other 
and Injuſtice and Self. Intereſt on both. 
Its Origin alſo ariſes from the ſame im- 
pure ſource of human Imperfection; that 


15, 
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is, Men being neither wiſe nor honeſt e- 
nough, to purſue their common or mutual 
intereſts without Compulſion, ate obliged 
to ſubmit to ſome, in order to ſecure 
their lives and properties from the depre- 
dations of all: but tho? this Neceſſity 
drives them into ſome kind of Govern- 
ment, yet it can never decide who ſhall. 
govern, becauſe all Men being by nature 
equal, every one has an equal right to this 
ſuperiority : this therefore can be determi- 
ned only by more Imperfections: that is, 
by the Struggles of Ambition, Treachery, 
Violence, and. Corruption ; from ſucceſs 
in which univerſal ſcramble are derived 
all the mighty Empires of the Earth: One 
Man at firſt by ſome of theſe methods ac- 
quiring the command over a few, then 
by their aid extending his power over 
_ greater numbers, and at laſt by the aſ- 
1 ſiſtance 
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fiſtance of thoſe numbers, united by the Will « 


advantage of plundering others, ſubduing 
all oppoſitien: and thus we fee all hu- 
man Government is the Offspring of Vio. 
lence and Corruption, and muſt. inherit 
the imperfection of both its parents. It 
is plain alſo that national Governments 
ean never be ſupported by any other me- 
Wi Wan thoſe by which they were at 
firſt rais'd; for, being all independent of 
each other, and retaining {till their original 
-  Inclination to devour each other; and hav- 
Ing no ſuperior tribunal to refer to for juſ- 
tice, they can have no means to ſecure 


their own poſſeſſions, or to repel their mu- 


tual encroachments, but by force, which 


is call'd the Right of War; that is, the 


right of doing all the wrong that lies in 
their power: For war, however dignified 


Wich honours and encomiums by conquer- 


- OTS 
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ors \ and their flatterers, is in fact nothing 
elſe but robbery and murder. Nations 
having no more right to plunder each 0- 
ther than Pariſhes, nor Men to kill one 
another in their political chan in their ber. 
vate capacities 
I we lock into the internal conſtitutions 
of all theſe Governments, we ſhall find 
likewiſe, that they muſt be adminiſtered 
by the fame violence and corruption to 
which they are indebted for their Origin; 
that is, by hiring one part of the ſociety 
to force the other into ſubjection; and 
that none of them ever ſubſiſted any long- 
er than whilſt the ſtronger part, not al- 
ways the moſt numerous, found it for 
their advantage to keep the weaker in 
obedience : for it ſhould be ever remem- 
| Wy as the fundamental of all politics, 
M3 that 


— 
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that men will never ſubmit to each other 
merely for the ſake of public Utility *, 
too remote a benefit to make any impreſſion 
on the dull ſenſes of the multitude; but 
muſt be always beat or bribed into obedi- 
ence. Higher orders of Beings may ſub- 


* If any one is fo ignorant of human nature, 
as to fancy that they will, let him make the ex- 
periment in a ſingle pariſh, and there, if without 
Power or Compulſion, Intereſt or Gratui ty, ſolely 
by the ſirength of reaſon, and motives of public 
advantage, he can perſwade the inhabitants to 
ſubmit to equal and neceſſary taxes, to repair 
roads, build bridges, incloſe commons, drain 
marſhes, employ their poor, or perform any 
works of general Viility ; if he can accompliſh 
this let him retain his opinion, but if he finds it 
utterly impracticable, let him not expect, that it 
can ever be dene in a whole Nation, in which 
there are ſo many more ſactions, intereſts and ab - 
ſurdities to contend with. 


mit 
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mit to each other on nobler motives, from 
their ſenſe of Virtue or of univerſal Bene- 
fit; but Man can be governed by nothing 
but the Fear of Puniſhment or the hopes 
of Reward ; that is, by Self-intereſt, the 
great Principle that operates in the political 
World in the ſame manner that Attraction 
does in the natural, preſerving order and 


reſtraining every thing to its proper courſe 


by the continual endeavours of every indi- 


vidual to draw all power and property t to 
himſelf'®, * : „ 


If we deſcend to the examination of par- 
ticular forms of government, we ſhall ſee 


. There is "PRE? one other method of Go- 
vernment frequently made uſe of by the moſt il- 
luſtrious Princes and Legiſlators, that is Fraud ;; 


but, as this operates only by the appearance of 
vlf-Intereſt, it may properly be . 


Meer th at head. 
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chem all exattly corteſpond with this gene. 
Fat Plan - We ſhall find that none of them 
owe their Origin to patriafchat power, the 
divine right of Princes, or the uninfluenced 
Choice of the people; things Which never 
cited but in the idle dreams of viſionary 
politiciatis ; but all to the ſtruggles of 
Ambien ak Self-Inreteft, ſubſiding at laſt 
Into fore Kind of policy 3 either into ab- 
toftirs Monarchy or ſotns ſpecies of po- 
pular Government mote or leſs remote 


from it, as the different parts of it have 
had Strength or Fortune to prevail; all 
which muſt be carried on by the ſame vi- 
tious methods of Violence or Corruption, 
and conſeqtenily be productive of num- 
berleſs, if not of qual, Evil. 


14 abſohite Hanes, for inſtance, 
6 great violence muſt be exerciſed to keep 
| "men, 
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wen, by nature equal, in ſo unnatural a 
Subjection; this muſt produce plots, re- 
bellions, civil wars and maſſacres; and 


theſe muſt require more Violence to repteſs 


them : but this violence cannot be uſed 


without much corruption; for it is not 


the perſon of the ſovereign, his crown and 


ſcepter, that can preſerve his authority, 


nor can he deſtroy thouſands with his own 
hand, like a Hero in a Romance; a power- 
ful army muſt be kept in pay to enſlave 
the people, and a numerous clergy to de- 
ceive them *; whoſe ambition, avarice, 


luxury 


9 I 5 been 3 as if the Author by 
this deſigned to inſinuate that the whole buſi- 
neſs of the Clergy was to deceive the people; 


than which nothing can be more diſtant from 


his intentions: all that he means is, that Men 
will not eaſily ſubmit to Tyranny, unleſs their 
conſciences are firſt inſlaved 3 z or that popery is 

| the 
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luxury and cruelty muſt be ſatiated with, 
the blood and treaſures of that very People 
as a reward for their ſervices : hence infinite 
Evils muſt ariſe, the lives, liberties and. 
Properties of all muſt be dependent on the 
capricious will of One, or, what is wore, 
on the wills of his pimps, flatterers and fa- 
vourites: juſtice muſt be perverted by fa- 
vour, and that favour can ſeldom be ob- 
tained but by adulation, ſervility and trea- 
chery : this produces all kinds of Moral 
Evils, and theſe beget more Political, 


In Democratical governments, if there 
is leſs Violence there is more Corruption; 
which i in theſe indeed is the Baſis of all 


Power, and productive of the moſt miſ- 


the moſt effectual ſupport of arbitrary power: a 
_ propoſition which he Lg no one will preſume 
to contrad; nay 


chievous 
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chievous eiftcts; H here all things are at the 
diſpoſal of an ignorant and giddy Multi- 
tude, always led to their own deſtruction 
by the flimſy eloquence and pretended pa- 
triotiſm of Knaves, Foois, and cnthuſtaftic 
Madmen; or commonly of ſome extra- 
ordinary Genius, formed for popularity 
by a lucky compoſition of all theſe excel - 
lent ingredients all ſubordination is ſub- 
verted; and the moſt inſolent and vitious 
of the people muſt be careſſed, bribed and 
intoxicated, and by that means rendered 
ſtill more inſolent and vitious; and all A 
who by theſe methods acquire their favour + 
muſt be no leſs vitious than themſelves. 


If in deſpotic Governments power cannot 
be attained but by Servility and Adulation, 
in Democratical it can never be acquired 


but by the more pernicious vices of Tur- 
bulence and Faction; for which Reaſon 
theſe 
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theſe are ever ſure to be governed by the 
moſt wicked, ambitious, avaricious, and 
miſchievous of their Members. 


Mixed Governments, tho' perhaps pro- 
ductive of fewer Evils than either of the 
former, yet muſt neceſſarily partake of 
thoſe belonging to both, and be ſupported 
by more or leſs of violence, as they more 
or leſs approach the Deſpotic; or ef Cor- 
ruption, as they come nearer to the Demo- 
cratical principles: the further they ſhrink 
from the iron ſcourges of the one, the 
more will they be entangled in the golden 
fetters of the other; for Corruption muſt 
always increaſe in due proportion to the 
decreaſe of arbitrary power, ſince where 
there is leſs power to command obedience, 
there muſt be more bribery to purchaſe it, 
or there can be no government at all. 
Theſe 


— 
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Theſe have beſides many Evils peculiar to 
themſelves, the very excellence of theſe 
ſort of conſtitutions being productive of 
inconveniences : for this excellence conſiſt- 
ing principally in this, that their different 
parts are able to counteract each others 
miſchievous intentions, the reins of Go- 
vernment are kept tight only by each pul- 
ling a different way, and they ſubſiſt by a 


perpetual contention, like a body kept 


alive by the oppoſite effects of contrary 


poiſons: a very precarious and uneaſy kind 


of exiſtence | This expoſes them in ſome 
meaſure to all the Evils incicent to both 
abſolute and popular Governments, tho? 
in a leſs degree: to the oppreſſion of the 


one, and the licentiouſneſs of the other, 
to factions at home, weakneſs abroad, and 


infinite expence in all parts of their admi- 
niſtration: yet are theſe mixed conſtitu- 
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tions the very beſt that human wiſdom 
could ever diſcover for the regulation of 
human ſocieties. 


All theſe Evils ariſe from the nature of 
Things and the Nature of Man, and not 
from the Weakneſs or Wickedneſs of par- 
ticular Men, or their accidental aſcendency 
in particular Governments : the degrees of 
them may indeed be owing to theſe, but 
their exiſtence is immutable. So long as 
the Imperfection of human nature conti- 
nues, fo long will Princes, for the moſt 
part, convert that power with which they 
are truſted for the ſake of publick Utility, 
to the ignoble ends of their own avarice, 
luxury or ambition; ſo long will the people 
prefer preſent Self- intereſt to remote benefits 
ariſing from national proſperity; and ſo 
Jong will corrupt miniſters employ this 

80 PO- 
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popular venality to their own private ad- 
vantage; and how many ſoever are lopt 
off, 


Non deficit aureus alter. 


It is the miſapprehenſion of this, that is 


the fundamental error of all 1gnorant, but 


well-meaning, ſpeculative politicians *, of 


all 


* It is a ſtrange, but a certain Truth, that in 


politicks moſt principles fpeculatively right are | 


practically wrong: to give a few inſtances of 


this kind out of many commonly adopted: viz. . 


that thoſe who are poſſeſt of moſt property will 
fight beſt in its defence: that national buſineſs is 


moſt ſucceſsfully carried on by aſſemblies of Men 


uninfluenced and unconnected : that unbounded 
Liberty, civil and eccleſiaſtical, is moſt condu- 
 cive to publick happineſs and virtue: all theſe 
propoſitions have reaſon on their fide, but experi- 


ence againſt them: they all captivate vulgar minds, | 


be- 


176 The NATURE and 


all others the moſt untr actable in govern- 
ment, and miſchievous in buſineſs, the en- 
gines with which knaves work, and the 


ladders on which they mount to prefer. | 


ment : who endeavour to deſtroy all 00- 
vernments, becauſe they are not perfect; 
and oppoſe all adminiſtrations, becauſe 
they cannot govern men by ſuch means as 
they are not deſign'd, or form'd to be go- 
verned by: who, by a Syſiphæan kind of 
politics, are ever labouring to roll up a 
ſtone, that muſt recoil upon them; and 


* becauſe they look like truth, and they look like 
truth, becauſe they would be true if mankind in 
general acted upon honeſt or even upon rational 
principles; but as in fact they do neither, they 
are utterly falſe, and all political ftruRures built 
on ſuch unſtable foundations will inevitably fall 
to the Ground, 
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to render that faultleſs, which infinite power 
and wiſdom cannot exempt from inconye- 
niences, abufes, and imperfections. 


Should one enumerate all of this kind, 
which .cannot be excluded from Govern- 
ment without the total alteration-of human 
nature, they would be endleſs ; to inftance 
but a few : all political bodies, like the ma- 
tural, .muſt have the ſeeds of their own 
_ diſſolution ſown in their very eſſence, and 
like them be deſtroyed by every exceſs, 
by exceſs of poverty or riches, of flavery 


or liberty, of ignorance or knowledge, of 
adverſity or proſperity : a ftrong proof of 


their imperfection, that they cannot bear 


exceſs even ef the greateſt good, and yet 


they cannot be formed of more durable 


materials, ſo long as they are conſtituted 


of human creatures. All power truſted in 
„ the 
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the hands of ſo imperfect a creature as man, 
muſt be pernicious and oppreſſive, and yet 
ſomewhere ſuch power muſt be truſted. 
All human Laws muſt be liable to miſcon- 
ſtruction, and uncertainty, yet without 
Laws property cannot be ſecur'd. All po- 
pular Elections muſt be attended with 
corruption, licentiouſneſs, and the perver- 
ſion of juſtice, yet without them the liber. 
ty of no country can be preſery'd. All 
national proviſions for the poor muſt not 
only be encouragements to idleneſs, but 
productive of conteſts, and oftentimes of 
cruelty, yet without ſuch many honeſt but 
unfortunate. people muſt inevitably periſh, 
All religious: teſts, and ſubſcriptions, are 
in. their own natures ſubverſive of truth and 
morals; yet the folly of one part of man- 
kind, and the knavery of the other, will 
ſcarcely permit any government to ſubſit 

with- 
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Without them. Trade and wealth are the 
ſtrength and the purſuit of every wiſe na- 
tion, yet theſe muſt certainly produce Lux- 

ury, which no leſs certainly muſt produce 
their deſtruction. All War is a complica- 

tion of all manner of Evils natural and 
moral, that is of miſery and wickedneſs ; | 
yet without it national contentions can ne- 
ver be determined. No Government can 
be carried on, nor ſubordination preſerv'd, 
vithout forms and ceremonials, pomp, 
and parade; yet all ſuch, from the inferio- 
rity of human nature giving itſelf airs of 
grandeur and magnificence, and the deſpi- 
cable expedients it is obliged to have re- 
courſe to to ſupport it, muſt always have 
ſomething mean and ridiculous in them to 
exalted underſtandings. All Governments 
are in a great meaſure upheld by abſurd 
notions infuſed into the minds of the peo- 
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ple, of the divine right of ſome particulz 
-perſon or family to reign over them; 
- fooliſh partiality for ſome particular ſpot 
of ground; an outrageous zeal for ſome 
-religion which they cannot underſtand, or 
a a ſenſeleſs purſuit of Glory which they can 
never attain ; theſe are all falſe principles, 
yet without them, or ſome like them, no 
nation can long ſubſiſt: they can never be 
, defended by reaſon, yet reaſon can produce 
no others that can ſupply their places. E- 
very flouriſhing nation endeavours to im- 
prove Arts, and cultivate Reaſon and good 
ſenſe; yet if theſe are extended too far, 
or too univerſally diffus'd, no national 
government or national religion can long 
Rand their ground; for it is with old 
eſtabliſhments as with old houſes, their de- 
formities are commonly their ſupports, 
and theſe can never be remoy'd without 
Ke 32% * 
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endangering the whole fabrick. In ſhort, 
no Government can be adminiſter'd with- 
out in ſome degree deceiving the people, 
oppreſſing the mean, indulging the great, 
corrupting the venal, oppoſing factions 
to each other, and temporiſing with 


par tles. 


It is this neceſſity for Evil in all Go- 
vernment, which gives that weight and 
popularity, which uſually attends all thoſe 
who oppoſe, and calumniate any Govern- 
ment whatever; appearing always to have 
reaſon on their ſide, becauſe the Evils of 
all power are conſpicuous | to the meaneſt 
capacity, whereas the neceſſity for thoſe 
Evils are perceivable only to ſuperior un- 
derſtandings Þ every one can feel the bur- 
then of taxes, and ſee the inconveniences 
of armies, Places, and penſions, that muſt 
3 encreaſe N 
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encreaſe them, but very few are able to 
comprehend that no Government can be 
ſupported \ without them in a certain degree; 
and that the more liberty any nation enjoys, 
the greater muſt be their number and ne- 
ceſſity. The moſt ignorant can perceive 
the miſchiefs that muſt ariſe from corrupt 
Maniſters and venal Parliaments ; but it re- 
quires ſome ſagacity to diſcern, that aſſem- 
blies of men unconnected by ſelf-intereſt 
will no more draw together i in the buſineſs 
of the publick than horſes without harneſs 
or bridles ; but, like them, inſtead of be- 
ing quietly guided i in the right road of ge- 
neral utility, will immediately run riot, ſtop 
the wheels of government, and tear all the 
political machine to Pieces, 


From hence it comes to pas that all ig 


norant yrong headed People naturally run 
into 
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"into oppoſition and faction, whilſt the wiſe 
man knows that thoſe Evils cannot be era- 
dicated, and that their exceſs only can be 
prevented ; that thus far every honeſt man 
will endeavour to his utmoſt, but to pro- 
ceed farther only fools will hope for, or 
knaves pretend. He knows that numbers 
of men muſt always act in the ſame man- 
ner, if in the ſame circumſtances; that Po- 
litics are a ſcience as reducible to certainty 
as Mathematicks, and in them effects as 
invariably follow their cauſes : that the 
operations of Will are as uniform, as thoſe 
of matter and motion; and that tho? the : 
actions of individuals are contingencies, 
. thoſe of numbers are conſtant, and invart- 
able: that tho' a ſingle man may poſſibly 
prefer publick utility to private advantage, 
It is utterly impoſſible, that the majority at 
Yymerous bodies ſhould be actuated by the 
N 4 ſame 


* 


Inftance: : It is by no means uncommon for a fin- 


Sizes is ſcarcely within the power of Fortune; 


N Partiality ; but, if ambition, ſelf-intereſt, and 
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ſame generous and patriotic principles“; 
theſe can ſpring only from Virtue and Wif. 
.dom, benevolent hearts, and comprehenſive 


* This may be demonſtrated by a familiar 


ge Die to come up a Six, altho' the odds againſt 
it are five to one, but that a Majority of five 
hundred Dice ſhould at the ſame time come up 


becauſe the odds againſt each individual become 
almoſt infinite when operating upon the whole 
five hundred together. For the ſame reaſon, ſup- 
poling every Sixth Man to be wiſe, honeſt, and 
public-ſpirited, which ſurely in any Country is a 
very liberal allowance, there would not be the 
ſmalleſt probability that the Majority of any five 
hundred to be choſen out of the whole, would 
-be of that ſort, tho' elected with the utmoſt im- 


corruption interfere in the choice, as they moſt 
infallibly will, theſe will render it totally IMs 


RT 
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underſtandings ; which, being the portion 
but of a few more exalted individuals, 
can never be found in the multitude to be 
govern'd : nor can they be beſtow'd in any- 
extraordinary degree on thoſe who govern,. 
who would thereby be rendered unfit for. 
their occupations: Stateſmen and Miniſters, 
who mult be hackney'd in the ways of men, 
cannot be made of ſuch pure and refin'd. 
materials ; peculiar muſt be the compoſition 
of that little creature call'd a Great Man. 
He muſt be formed of all Kinds of contra- 
dictions: he muſt be indefatigable in buſi- 
neſs, to fit him for the labours of his ſtation, 
and at the ſame time fond of pleaſures, to 
enable him to attach many to his intereſts, 
by a participation of their vices : He muſt 
be maſter of much artifice and knavery, 
his fituation requiring him to employ, and 
be employed by, ſo many knaves; yet he 
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| muſt have ſome honeſty, or thoſe very 
knaves will be unwilling to truſt him: 


He.muſt be poſſeſs'd of great magnanimity 
perpetually to coniront ſurrounding ene- 
mies, and impending dangers; yet of great 


meanneſs, to flatter thoſe enemies, and ſuf- 


fer tamely continual injuries, and abuſes : 
He muſt be wiſe enough to conduct the 
great affairs of Mankind with ſagacity and 
ſucceſs, and to acquire riches and honours 
for his reward ; and at the ſame time fooliſh 
enough to think it worth a wiſe man's 
while to meddle with ſuch affairs at all, and 
to accept of ſuch imaginary rewards for 
real ſufferings. Since then in all human 
Governments ſuch muſt the Governors, and 
fuch the Governed eternally be, it is certain 


they muſt be ever big with numberleſs im- 


perfections, and productive of abundant 


Evils: : and it is no o leſs plain, that if infinite 


7 | C Good- 


4 


* 
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Goodneſs could not exclude natural and 
moral Evils, infinite Power can never pre- 
vent Political. 


I hope, Sir, the picture I have here 
drawn of human nature, and human Go- 
vernment, will not appear to you too much 
of the Caricature kind : your experience in 
both muſt inform you that it is like, tho? 
your good nature may incline you to be 
forry that it is ſo. I truſt likewiſe to 
your good ſenſe to diſtinguiſh, that what 
has here been ſaid of their imperfections, 
and abuſes, is by no means intended as a 
defence of them, but meant only to ſhew 

their neceſlity : to this every wiſe man ought 
1 quietly to ſubmir, endeavouring at the ſame 
time to redreſs them to the utmoſt of his 
power; which can be effected by one me- 
e 
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thod only; that is, by a reformation of 
Manners : for as ! Political Evils derne 
their Original from Moral, theſe can never 
be remov'd, until thoſe are firſt amended, 
He therefore, who {ſtrictly adheres to Vir 
tue and Sobriety in his conduct, and in- 
forces them by his example, does more real 
ſervice to a State, than he who diſplaces 

a Miniſter, or dethrones a Tyrant; this 
gives but a temporary relief, but that exter. 
minates the Cauſe of the diſeaſe, No in. 
moral Man then can poſlibly be a true pa- 
triot ; and all thoſe who profeſs outrageous 
zeal for the liberty and proſperity of their 
Country, and at the ſame time infringe her 
laws, affront her religion, and debauch her 
people, are but defpicable Quacks, by 
fraud or ignorance increaſing the diſorders 
they 
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El 


they pretend to remedy : as ſuch, I know, 
they have always appear'd to your ſuperior 


judgment, and ſuch they are ever eſteem'd 


by, 


SIR, &c. 
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On Religious Evits. 


-SIR, 


NOW come to my laſt head of Evils, 
which I call Religious; by which L 
mean all that madneſs, and folly, into which 
mankind have perpetually fallen under the 
name of Religion; together with all thoſe 
Perſecutions, Maſſacres, and Martyrdoms, 
which ſome have been induced to inflict, 
and others to ſuffer, from an Enthuſiaſtic 
Zeal for thoſe errors and abſurdities: Evils. 
- O ; of 


194 The NATURE and 


of the moſt enormous ſize, and which of 


all others are the moſt difficult to be ac. 


counted for, as their exiſtence ſeems moſt 


inconſiſtent with infinite Goodneſs, and 


moſt eafily preventable by infinite Power, 


For, tho* human nature could not be ex- 
empted from natural and moral Evil (as 
has been ſhewn) even by Omnipotence, 
yer, one would think, a far leſs degree of 
power might have been ſufficient to have 
_ defended it from Religious; by imparting 
10 Mankind, a true, rational, and explicit 
ſyſtem of Theology and Ethics; by which 
means all the abfurdities of falſe Religions, 


and all the calamities flowing from thoſe 


abfurdities, would have been effectually pre- 


vented. Wonderful therefore muſt it ap- 


pear, finte the happineſs of Men, thro' every 
part of their exiſtence; ſo much depends 
on their Religion, Lek is, On their enter- 

raining 


Lok! 


Md —_— 0 3 „ — A. 
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taining right notions of God and his Attri- 
butes, of their duty to him, and their be- 
haviour to each other; moſt wonderful, I 
ſay, and aſtoniſhing it muſt appear, that 
a wiſe and benevolent Creator ſhould io 
far have deſerted his Creatures on this im- 
portant occaſion, as to have ſuffered them, 
thro' all generations, to have wandered 
amidſt ſuch perilous precipices in the 
dark; or if at any time he has vouch- 
lated them any ſupernatural light, that it 
ſhould have been ſo faint and glimmer- 
ing that it has rather ſerved to terrify 
them with the gloomy proſpect of their 


* chan to enable them to avoid 
it. 


If we look back as far as hiſtory will 
carry us, we ſhall find all ages and nations 
pradiſing under the name of Religion, 
0 2 ſuch 
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\ 


ſuch inhuman, obſcene, ſtupid and ext. 
crable Idolatries, that it would diſgrece 
human Nature but to enumerate them 

We mall ſee the wiſeſt Men of the wiſcſt 
Countries conſulting Oracles of wood and 
ſtone, and confiding in the fooliſh ſuper- 
Nition of the flight of birds, the entrails cf 
beaſts, and the pecking of chickens; ve 
ſhall ſe them butchering their innocent 
herds and flocks as an attonement for their 
vices, and facrificing their enemies, their 
llaves, their children, and ſometimes them- 
ſelves, to appeaſe the wrath of their imagi. 
nary Deities, of whoſe worſhip no cruelty 
was too horrid to be made a part; and by 
whoſe infainous examples no wickedneſs 
was too execrable to be patroniſed. At 


length Chriſtianity appeared, a ſketch of 


Morality, the moſt rational, and of Reli- 
gion the moſt ſublime the world had ever 


eh ; | Wick, if ever God condeſcended to 
W ? | reveal 


Cond wh - 
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joveal his Will to Man, undoubtedly makes 
the faireſt pretenſions to be that Revelation: 
and indeed, if we ſeriouſly conſider its in- 
ternal Excellence, the reaſonableneſs of its 
Morality, the fublimity of its Theology, 
that it alone has fixed the right Criterion of 
Virtue, alone diſcovered the magnanimity 
of Forgiveneſs : that its notions of the 


Deity, his attributes and diſpenſations, are 


ſo unlike all that ever entered into the 


heads of the wiſeſt philoſophers of preced- 


ing ages, and yet ſo well confirmed by the: 


learned diſcoveries of all ſucceeding times; 


ſo far exalted above all human reaſon, and - 


yet ſo conſonant with it, and what is moſt, 
concluſive, fo infinitely above the Capaci- 
ties of thoſe who publiſhed them to the 
World; if we add to this its obſcure riſe 
and amazing progreſs, I think, we can 
ſcarcely doubt but that there muſt be ſome- 
„ 0 3 cas 
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thing Supernatural in it: and yet, with all 
theſe marks of Divinity ſtamped upon it, 
far from anſwering that idea of Perfection 
which we might expect from the divine 
Interpoſition, it was but a Sketch, whoſe 
Out-lines indeed appear the Work of a con- 


to time by unequal and injudicious hands. 
It had many defects in its inſtitution, 
and was attended with many and great 
Evils in its conſequences; in its inſtitu 


the want of that demonſtrable, and infallible Au- 
_thority, of which all hiſtorical Facts are in their 


friends of the Chriftian Revelation never pretended 
to beſtow upon it, the truth of that event had 


other well · atteſted Hiſtory whatſoever, 


ſummate Maſter, but filled up from time 


tion it wanted Univerſality, * Authen- 


Buy want of Authenticity is here meant only 
own Natures' incapable ; and which, had the 


been no more diſputed, than the truth of any 


ticity 
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ticity, * Perſpicuity, and gr Policy, and 
in its conſequences it was ſoon corrupted, 
and from that corryption productive of 
the moſt miſchievous effects. Its great 


Au- 


* The want of Perſpicuity in this Revelation 
needs ſurely. no other teſtimony, than the Mil- 
lions of Writers, who for ſeventeen Centuries 
have laboured to demonſtrate, harmoniſe, ſyſte- 
miſe, illuſtrate, and explain every one of its 
Doctrines; and the no leſs numbetleſs, and va- 
nous Opinions, that remain to this Day concern- 
ing them all: much indeed of this obſcurity has 
proceeded: from Men's endeavouts' to make it 
what they fancied it ſhould have been, but for 
which it was never intended; that is, a regular, 
clear, arktis 88 of moral: and political In- 
ſtitutes. e 


+ +By Policy is here meant all Inſtitutions and 
Regulations of human Government, both civil, 
and eccleſiafticat ; concerning which the Author 
of the Chriſtian Religion has carefully avoided 
O 4 Ein- 
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Author deſigned it not to be exemptel 


from any of theſe Imperfections. He re. 
vealed it only to a ſmall and obſcure cor. 


ner 


be ordered by every State in ſuch a manner zz 
| ſhall appear to them moſt convenient, and has 
.commanded his diſciples to be ſubject, as Men, 
to their ordinances, not only for Wrath but for 
Conſcience ſake ; but ſoreſeeing the infinite miſ- 
_ chiefs that muſt ariſe from truſting human Crea- 
tures with a divine power, he has forbid them as 
-Chriſtians,, either to exerciſe, or ſubmit to any 


of its being derived from himſelf : Ye know, he 
ſays, that the Princes of the Gentiles exerciſe doni- 


nion over them, and they that are great exerciſe au- 
 thority upon them But it ſhall not be fo among yu; 
Vc. Matt. xx. 25. And perhaps there is no 
flronger proof of the divine Wiſdom of this great 
. Eater of Mankind, than the un 
| cau- 


giving any directions. All theſe he has leſt to 


authority over each other, under any pretence 
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ner of the World in Parables and Myſte- 
ries: He guarded not its original Purity, 
which ſeems to have died with himſelf, by 
committing it to any written Records, but 
left it in the hands of illiterate Men, who, 
tho they were honeſt enough to die for it, 
were never wiſe enough perfectly to under- 
ſtand it. All Policy he diſclaims in expreſs 
Words, ſaying, My kingdom is not of this 
World ; that is, I meddle not with the Po- 
litical Affairs of Mankind; I teach Men 
to deſpiſe the World, but not to govern it, 
Nor did He expect any better conſequences. 
from its progrefs than thoſe which actually. . 


caution with which he has paſſed over a ſubject, 
on which no rules could be preſcribed not incon- 
ſiſtent either with Practice or with Virtue : and 
yet a Subject which all other Legiſlators have 
conſidered as their moſt important Object. | 


fol- 
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followed: He was by no means ignorant 
of its future corruption, and that, tho? his 
primitive inſtitution breathed nothing but 
Peace, and Forbearance, Good-will and 
Benevolence: yet that in mixing with the 
Policies and Intereſts of Mankind, it would 
be productive of tyranny and oppreſſion, 
of martyrdoms and maſſacres, of national 
wars and family diſſentions. Think not, 
ſays he, I come to ſend peace on Earth, I come 
not to ſend peace but @ Sword: fer I am come 
to ſet a man at Variance againſt his father, 
.and the daughter againſt ger mother, and tbe 
Aaug hier- iu-lat againſt her motber- in- lau. 
A Prophecy too fatally fulfilled | 


From what inſcrutable ſource can all 
theſe imperfections, and all theſe conſequent 
Evils, | derive their. exiſtence ? On what in- 
ompreckenſible plan muſt the wiſe Diſpoſer 
by; 8 r 
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of all things proceed, to ſuffer men thus 
to bewilder themſelves in the labyrinths of 


error, and from thence to plunge into the 
gulphs of wickedneſs and miſery, when the 


leaſt direction from his omnipotent hand 
would lead them thro' the flowery paths of 


Truth to Virtue and Felicity? Strange! 


that he has not given them reaſon ſufficient 


to perform this important office! Stran- 
ger that, if ever he condeſcended to aſ- 
ſiſt that Reaſon with his infinite Wiſdom, 
even the Religion that reſults from that ſu- 
pernatural aſſiſtance ſhould be ſtill deficient 


in almoſt every one of the principal requi- 


ſites neceſſary towards accompliſhing the 
great and beneficent ends it was deſigned 
for ! that it ſhould want Univerſality to ren- 
der it impartial, Authenticity to make it de- 
monſtrable, Perſpicuity to make it intelli- 
th and Policy to make it uſeful to Man- 

kind: 
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Find: that it ſnould. immediately have been 
corrupted, and from that corruption been 
productive of all the Miſery and Wicked. 
neſs it ſeemed calculated to prevent. But 
on examination we ſhall find, that theſe E. 
vils, like all thoſe of which we have before 
treated, owe their exiſtence to no defect of 
goodneſs or power in God, but to the im- 
perfection of Man and their own neceſſity : 
that is, to the impracticability of giving a 
perfect Religion to an imperfect Creature. 
From whence this impraRicability ariſes [ 
will endeavour to explain. HP 


, There are but two methods, that we 
know of, by which God can communicate 
a Religion to mankind : that is, either by 
the deductions which he has impowered 
him to make by the Force of that na- 
tural Reaſon which he has implanted in, 
| him, 


is unſtable in its foundations, and uncertain 


in its concluſions; our lives are extremely 
ſhort, and our progreſs in ſcience no leſs 
tedious, and retarded by numberleſs ob- 


ſtacles : much of our time is employed in 


getting ideas, and much in acquiring lan- 
guage to expreſs them : few Men have ca- 
pacities to reaſon, and fewer leiſure : ſome 
having ſenſe but no learning, want mate- 


rials to work with : others having learning - 


and no ſenſe, become more abſurd by hav- 
ing amaſſed much matter to miſtake about: 
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him, or by the extraordinary interpoſition 
of Divine Revelation: now from the firſt 
of theſe little need be ſaid to ſhew that no- 
thing perfect can be expected: our Reaſon 


ſo that to raiſe any tolerable ſyſtem of Re- 


ligion, or Morals, from human reaſon, re- 


quires the labours of many generations; 


from all which b. ave already paſt how little 
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truth can we collect? and yet perhaps much 
of that little is owing to Revelation, which 


we are apt to think unneceſſary from the 
very aſſiſtance we have received from it; 


like the Country-man who deſpiſed the Sun 
becauſe it ſhined in the day- time. We ſce 


but a very ſmall part of the great Whole, 


and ſee that ſmall part ſo ſuperficially, that 
we e comprehend not the eſſence of any thing; 
| wither 


* Metaphyſicians divide all Being into Spirit 
and Matter; to Spirit they attribute motion, ac- 
tivity, ſenſibility, thought, will, and reaſon, free 
from all ſolidity and extenſion; to Matter they 


aſcribe folidity and extenſion only, void of all 
ſell· motion, fenſe, and perception: but theſe de- 
ſcriptions are quite arbitrary, founded only upon 


their own imaginations, and by no means con- 
ſiſtent with experience: for Spirit ſeems to have 
many properties not fo diſtinct from Matter by 
its intimate Union with it in the compolition 

| 5 of 
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neither of * Body or Spirit, of 4 Space or 
| Time, 


of all animals; and matter has certainly many 
qualities contradictory to this diſtinction, ſuch as 
coheſion, attraction, elaſticity, electricity, fermen- 
tation, heat, and vegetation, none of which can be 
accounted for from the mere paſſive principles of 
ſolidity and extenſion. 


\ 


+ Many philoſophers have conſidered Time 
and Space as real eſſences; whereas they have 
certainly no more than an imaginary exiftence 
derived ſolely from the imperfeQion of human 
conceptions, and human language. They are 
in themſelves really nothing, and the attributes 
we beſtow upon them are applicable with equal 
propriety to nothing: that is, nothing has neither 
beginning nor end, nor can be comprehended 
within any bounds. The intervening period be- 
tween hiſtorical facts we diſtinguiſh by the 
names of days and years; the diſtances berween 
a we call yards and miles, and from this 
man · 
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Time, of Infinity or Eternity; we know 
ſcarce any thing of any thing, and leaſt of 
all of the nature of God or ourſelves; and 


therefore it is by no means ſurpriſing that all 


Religions derived from ſuch a ſource ſhoul! 
be full of Errors and Abſurdities. If it be 
| aſſerted 


manner of expreſſing ourſelves they gain the ap- 
pearance of being ſomething; whereas abſtraced 


from thoſe facts, 135 places, they are really no- 


thing : ſo that if all things were annihilated, Space 
would immediately vaniſh, and literally ſpeaking, 
Time weuld be no more. 


* All the Ideas we have of Infinity and Eter- 
nity are acquired by adding in our imagination 
Miles to Miles and Years to Years, by which 


means we come never the nearer to them: for no 


addition of parts can ever make any thing infi- 


nite or eternal: no two objects can be placed at 
an infinite diſtance, becauſe they would then be 


the 
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aſſerted that God might have given to 
Man a more comprehenſive Reaſon and a 
greater Inſight into Nature and Futurity : 
I anſwer, he certainly might, and he might 
alſo have given him the. ſtrength of the 
Horſe and the ſwiftneſs of the Stag, as well 
as the underſtanding of an Angel ; but then 
he had not continued to be Man; or if he 
had, he would have ſuffered many ſuperior 
Evils from theſe unhappy acquiſitions. 


| If we conſider the other method, by 
which God can communicate a Religion to 
Mankind, we ſhall find it no leſs incapable 


the two ends of Infinity : an infinite number is a 
contradiction in terms; and therefore every thing 
that is infinite or eternal muſt exiſt in ſome 
manner which bears no manner of relation to 
Space, or Time, and which muſt therefore be 
to us totally incomprehenſible. 


ts ki a PORE and 


of prodricing - a perfekt one; 'betauſt the 
God 1 18 öh able to give a perfect 
2 5 Man ©: 1s utterly unable to receive 
it. God cannot impart Knowledge to Crea- 
Fu of which he himſelf has made them 
incapable by thei r nature and formation: 
be cannot inſtruct a Mole! in Aſtronomy, of 
an Oyltet 3 in Muſick, becauſe he has not 
given t them Members nor Faculties necel- 
ſary for the acquiſition of thoſe ſciences: 
2 neither i is this any. diminution of his Omni- 
otence,: . becauſe ang i in Tuch a manner 
would be willing 1 at the ſame 
dime: it would be oppoling his own De: 
| 15 making Creatures what they are not, 
and granting them Powers which he thought 
proper to deny them: a Revelation there- 
Tofe froth God'can never be ſuch as we 
Might Expect from infinite Power, Wiſdom 


and Goodneſs, but muſt condeſcend to the 
13 + 4 
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1 ann of Man. Was 7p 
_ wiſeſt Legiſlator in the World to compoſe 


Laws for a nurſery, they muſt be childiſh 


Laws: fo was God to reveal a Religion 1 to 


Mankind, tho the Revealer was divine, the 
| Religion mult be human, or it could be of 
no uſe to thoſe for whoſe ſake it was reveal- 
ed: and therefore, like them, it muſt be 
liable to numberleſs Imperfections, amongſt 
which all thoſe Deficiencies before-men- 
tioned are abſolutely unavoidable, and i im- 
poſſib. ible to be prevented by any power what- 
ever: theſe are the Want of Univerſality, 
' Authenticity, Perſpicuity and Policy ; its 


certain Corruption, with all that inunda- | 


tion of Wickedneſs and Miſery which myſt 
flow from that Corruption. Great and nu- 
merous Evils 1 from which it is not difficult 
to ae. that no Revelation communicatẽd 
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ro. Man can be exempted by an Omnniporent 
: Revealer. 


Firſt then, it muſt want Univerſality 7 
that is, however conducive it may be to the 
virtue and happineſs of Mankind in gene. 
ral, it cannot be alike communicated to all 
Men in all ages and all nations of the World; 
| becauſe, from the nature of things, it muſt 
| have a beginning and a progrefſion : it 
muſt at firſt be revealed at ſome time, and 
in ſome place; and when-ever and where- 

ever that is, there muſt have been times 
and places in which it was not revealed; 
and therefore it is impoſſible it can be Uni- 
verſal; and this not proceeding from any 
impotence or partiality in the Revealer ; 
but from the modes of exiſtence of all hu- 
man affairs, 


3 


| &; | | „5 | It 
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It muſt likewiſe want Authenticity that 
is, tho' its divine Authority may be more or 
leſs credible according to the circumſtan- 
ces of the evidence, yet it can never be 
capable of a direct or demonſtrative proof; 
becauſe God muſt communicate this Reve- 
| lation to Mankind either by a general or a 
particular Inſpiration : that is, either by 
inſpiring all men, or by inſpiring a few 
to teach it to-others : the firſt of theſe me- 
 thods, or a Univerſal Inſpiration, is im- 
poſlible 1 in nature, and abſurd even in ima- 
gination, and would be the total alteration 
of human nature: the other muſt ever be 
liable to infinite uncertainty, becauſe tho? 
a Man may poſſibly know when he himſelf 
is inſpired, (tho? that, I think, may be very. 
well queſtioned) yet, that he ſhould ever. 
produce indubitable credentials, of a Divine, 
Commiſſion to others, who are uninſpired, 
Go —_— ſeems 
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feems utterly impracticable, there being no 
marks by which the fact can be aſcertained; 
nor any faculties in the human mind which 
are able to diftinguith it: the excellence of 
the Revelation he teaches, its beneficent 
ends, and the miracles he may work in its 
conſiimation, may altogether render it more 
evilels;probable, but can never amount to 
rekrtaim proof, becauſo we know ſo little 
of the ends and conſequences of things, and 
ſo much leſs af the nature of Miracles: we 

underſtand indeed nothing about them, but 
that we oOurſelves are unable to perform 
them 3: but what Beings of ſuperior Orders 
mm be able to do we cannot tell; nor yet 
2 uhr power; inclinatioh or Petmiſſion ſuch 
| Reings may have to deceive us: If. it is im- 


dem ble cherefore' we can be certain of the 


auvine Authorityof Revelation, even by 
2 perſonal cofiniunſcation with its firſt Au- 
aha 62? thor, 


dor, much 1 0 we e be aſſared of it 
thro' the. fallacious mediums of Tradition 


or Hiſtory for whoever obſerves the pro- 
penſity men have to impoſe upon themſelyey | 


and, others, how. difficult. it is to come at a 
une JEPETIE ration of the commoneſt fact, 
yen zt the diſtance of a few miles or a few 


: years, „il be cafily convinced, that all hu | 
man Tradition gan be nothing more than a 


Complication of t deſigned | Eraud and inevis 
table Exror; a Glaſs which miſrepreſents 


then, juſt as it is placed by the hand of 
Knavery for the inſpection of Folly and 
Credulity, . Hiſtory indeeg carries with it 


4 greater Authority, but muſt ever be liable 
to infinite ImperfeRtions : e can never be 


certain that the Writers of it, being Men. 
were not impoſed upon themſelves, or did 


not intend to impoſe on others; and there- 


1 7s — 


all objects by magnifying or diminiſhing 
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fore its original evidence cannot be conclu- 
ſive, and muſt grow daily weaker in pro- 
portion to its antiquity: it muſt neceſſarily 
be ſubject to all uncertainties proceeding 
from the variation of languages and cuſ- 
toms, ignorant tranſcribers, falſe tranſla- 
tions, interpolations and forgeries'; and as 
the hiſt: ries of Religions are more connect- 
ed with Mens intereſts than thoſe of other 
occurrences, ſo they muſt be ever more ſub-. 
Jett to theſe Frauds and Impcſitions ; for 
the ſame reaſon that a Bank-note is more 
0 likely to be counterfeited than a News- 
Paper, It is therefore impoſſible that Hiſ: 
tory can afford us any certain proof of a 
ſupernatural and miraculous diſpenſation; 
becauſe a Fact, unlikely to be true, can ne- 
vet be demonſtrated by a relation not im- 
| poſſible to be falſe.” If it be (aid, that God 
wy inſpire the writers of ſuch important 
h Records 
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Reconda with Infallibility ; I anſwer, the 
Proof that he has ſo inſpired them vill be 
attended with no leſs difficulty than the 
proof of that divine authority which is to 
be eſtabliſhed by it; and it muſt ever be 
abſurd to prove the truth of a Revelation 
by the infallibility of its Records, and the 
 iofallibility of its Records from the truth 
of the Revelation. It is plain therefore, 
that, tho' infinite Goodneſs may reveal a 
Religion to ſo imperfect a creature as Man, 
yet infinite Power cannot, by 1 reaſon of that 
Imperfection, g give to that Revelation ſuck 
a degree of Authenticity, that is, ſuch a 
demonſtrable proof of its divine Authority, 
as ſome Men unreaſonably expect, and 
others as ridiculouſly beſtow upon it;“. | 


| 1 | It 
* Nothing here offered is meant by any means 

to invalidate the authority of Revelation: that 

of the e Chriſtian is polleſſcd of as much certainty 


2 | as 
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> It muſt want Parpiouity that! is, it mut 
he much more obſcure both in its ſpeculative 
and practical Doctrines, than might be ex- 


pected from the interpoſition of infinite wiſ. 


dom, truth and benevolence. In its ſpecula- 
tive Doctrines, Obſcurity muſt be unavoid- 
Able, becauſe they muſt treat of ſubjetts 
above the reach of our Cornprehenſions: 


Which neither eye has ſeen, nor ear heard. 


nor has entered into the heart of Man to 
conceive ; and therefore no Power can im! 
Port to us clear and explicit Ideas of ſuch 
things without firſt beſtowing on us new fa- 
Eulties and new fenſes; cht! is, without the 


1 


z 


Z 25 me nature of the fad, and me nature of its 


| evidence will admit of. Thoſe who endeavour to 


beſtow more upon it, doꝰ in reality but make it 
Je(s ; and, Jike unſkilful Architects, weaken a build- 
ing already ſufficiemly firong, by onerloading. n 
* e 9 | 
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total alteration of our natures. But what 
s moſt of all extraordinary is, that it muſt 
be likewiſe to a certain degree obſcure in its 
practical and moral precepts ; and this from 
a reaſon not the leſs valid for having never 
before been inſiſted on; which is, from the 
Neceſſity of Moral Evil: that is, ſince 
God, as has been ſhewn, was obliged by 
Neceſſity to admit Moral Evil into the Crea- 
tion, he muſt probably be obliged, by the 
ſame Neceſſity, to ſuffer it in ſome degree 
to continue; and therefore cannot inforce 
the univerſal practice of, Virtue, by laws ſo 
explicit, by threats and promiſes ſo glarin g, ; 
and by commands ſo inconteſtzbly of divine 
Authority, as can admit of no doubt; tor 
theſe would be ſo abſolutely.ir reſiſtible as at 
once to eradicate all human Vice, which has 
already been proved to have been admitted 
only from the impoſſibility of its excluſion 
1 Wich- 
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without the introduction of greater Evil, 
or the loſs of ſuperior Good. If Omnipo- 
tence could not prevent the exiſtence of 
Moral Evil by the original formation of 
Man, totally to extirpate it by Revelation 
would be to counteract his own wiſe, tho 
incomprehenſible deſigns; and therefore a 
Divine Revelation can never be a regular 
Body of practical inſtitutes, clear and per- 
ſpicuous, free from all doubts and alterca- 
tions, inforced by perpetual Miracles, by 
viſible and immediate Rewards and Pu- 


niſhments; but a ſtill voice whiſpering 
gentle Warnings, divine Admonitions and 
ſupernatural Truths; a Light ſhining in 
a dark place, illuminating to a certain de- 
dree the native obſcurity of the human 
Mind, and diſcovering by faint glimmer- 
ings the Deſigns of Providence, and 4 
_ diſtant proſpect of a future Life. oP 

| ; It 
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It muſt alſo want Policy: that is, it can 
never preſcribe political rules by which 
Mankind can be conducted in the Govern- 
ment of Nations, or their pretended rights 
of War and Peace, becauſe all theſe affairs 
being incapable (as has been ſhewn) of be- 
ing carried on by any other means than 


thoſe of violence, fraud, and corruption; 


a Divine Revelation cannot poſſibly give 
any directions about them; becauſe all 


ſuch muſt be neceſſarily inconſiſtent either 
with Virtue or with practicability: totally 


to forbid theſe methods of governing man- 


kind, who can be governed by no other, 


would be deſtructive of all government; 
to allow them, of all Morality : 


to act in theſe matters at their peril, as par- 


' ticular circumſtances may require, with 
only a general ſyſtem of religion and mora- 


lity 


and there- 
fore it is neceflary that Men ſhould be left 
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tity for- their guide FHecdwük Revelaiio 
can give no laws for the management of 
Civil Government, much leſs can it inſtitute 


any new policies peculiar to itſelf, under the 

names of Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical; ai m 
which, however divine in their Original, m 
mult necefiarity be adminiſter'd, if admi. m 
niſter d by Man, by the ſame unjuſtifiable c 


methods as others, with this. additional in- 
convenience, that they could never be jultly 
reſiſtecd. God cannot therefore, I appre- 
bend, delegate Spiritual power to Man, 
wichout patronizing all that Violence, Cor. 
ruption, and Iniquity, which muſt reſult 
from 4 it, and without which no power in 
the hands of Men can be exerciſed over 
men. For the impertection ef Man is 
incompatible with the purity of a Divine 
The Government of all crea- 


with their natures: z 
and 
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indi it ſcems to me as im 1poſſible that Societies I 
of Men ſhould ſubmit under a Divine Go. 
vernment, as that Wolves and Tygers ſhould. 
live together under' the regulations of hu | 
man Policy : but moſt of all impoſſible it | 
muſt be that a divine and human Govern- | 
ment ſhould ſubſiſt together in the ſame So: | 
ciety, for they muſt immediately claſh : and | 
whenever that happens, the leaſt ſpark of | 
divine authority, if really divine, muſt in- 
fallibly conſume all human power, and de- 
ltroy all Civil Government whatever. 1 


Laſtly, it muſt very ſoon be corrupted, |} 


and from that corruption be productive of. it 
the moſt miſchievous effects: for, as the | 
pureſt ſtream pour'd into an impure veſll 

mult partake of its impurity ; ſo mult the 

moſt perfect Religion, that can be reveal'd 

by God:to-fo imperfect a Creature as Man, 
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partake of his im perfection, and produce 
many and great Evils, both natural and mo- 
ral; that is, much of that miſery, and 
wickedneſs, which it was intended to pre- 
vent: this no wiſdom can obviate, no 
power put a ſtop to, ſo long as that im. 
perfection remains; but it muſt conſtantly 
come to paſs from a train of unavoidable 
conſequences, which muſt invariably follow 
their cauſes, ſo long as human nature con- 
tinues what it is. 


For inſtance, when a Divine Revelation 
is firſt communicated*to mankind, it mult 
be received (if received at all) becauſe its 
precepts are approved, and its authority be- 

| Heved; and all thoſe nations who thus 
approve the one, and believe the other, 
muſt eſteem it both their intereſt and their 
duty to ene ourage and ſupport it. This 
3 they 


* a 
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4 


Whenever temporal advantages are annex'd 


to any religious profeſſion, they will be ſure 
to call in all thoſe who have no religion at 

all: knaves will embrace it for the ſake of 
intereſt; fools will follow them for the ſake 
of faſhion ; and when once it is in ſuch 
hands, Omnipotence itſelf can never pre- 5 
&rve its purity, That very Order of Men, 
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they can effect by no other means than by 
granting peculiar privileges to all Who 
profeſs it, by forming from ir their na- 
tional Religion, and publick worſhip, and 
by maintaining an Order of Men to preach 
that Religion, and miniſter that worſhip 
to the people ; all which amounts to a Na- 
tional Eſtabliſhment. Now the moment 
any Religion becomes national, or eftabliſh- * 
ed, its purity muſt certainly be loſt, becauſe 
it is then impoſſible to keep it unconnected | 
with men's intereſts; and if connected, it 
muſt inevitably be perverted by them, i 
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who aft maintained to ſuppert! its . 


. 7.2.2 _ 


2 wilt fierifice them to their own; and being 
in the ſole poſſeſſion of all its promiſes; and 


all its terrors, and. having the tenderneſs of 


Childhood, the weakneſs of Age, and. the 
| ignorance ' of the' vulgar to, work upon; | 


ſay, theſe. Men, veſted with all thee 


powers, yet being but men, will not fail to 


convert all the mighty influence they muſt 
derive from them to the ſelfiſh ends of theit 
own avarice and ambition, and conſequent 


to the total deſtruction of its Original Pu. 
rity-i-from it they will lay claim to powers 


which it never deſigh'd them, and to pol- 


make good theſe falſe pretenſions, falſe hiſ 


tories will be forg d, and fabulous traditions 


invented groundleſs terrors will be flung 
out to operate on ſuperſtition and timidity; 
Creeds and Articles will be contriv'd to con · 
found all Reaſon, and teſts impoſed to if 
_ | out 


A 
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out all who have honeſty or courage enough 
to reſiſt theſe unwarrantable encroachments. 

Devotion will be turned into farce and pa- 
geantry, to captivate men's eyes, that their 
pockets may with more facility be invaded; 
they will convert Piety into Superſtition, 
Zeal into Rancour, and this Religion, not- 
withſtanding all i its Divinity, into diaboli- 
cal malevolence. By degrees knaves will 
join them, fools believe them, and cowards 
be afraid of them; and having gained ſo 
conſiderable a part of the World to their 
: intereſts, they will erect an independent do- 
minion among themſelves dangerous to the 
liberties of Mankind, and repreſenting all 
thoſe who oppoſe their tyranny as God's 


enemies, reach it to be meritorious in his 


ſight to perſecute them in this world and 
damn them in another. Hence muſt ariſe 
_ Hierarchies, Inquiſitions, and Popery ; for 
; ore ix but the conſummation of that ty- 


s Q 2 ranny 
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whoſe principles they are all ready to adopt 
whenever they are fortunate enough to meet 


tants, Ignorance, Self-conceit, Ill-breeding, 


their exiſtence, blood-ſhed and deſolation, 


ceſſary * of the national Eſta- 


ranny which every religious Syſtem in the 
hands of Men is in perpetual purſuit of, and 


with its kucceſs. 


This tyranny « cannot. ſubſiſt without 
fierce and formidable Oppoſition, from 
whence innumerable Sects, Schiſms, and 
Diſſentions will lift up their contentious 
heads, each gaping for that very power, 
which they are fighting to deſtroy, tho' un- 
able either to acquire or retain it; and in- 
troductive only of their conſtant concomi- 


Obſtinacy, Anarchy, and Confuſion. From 
theſe conteſts all kinds of Evils muſt derive 


perſecutions, maſſacres, and e 


All theſe Evils, you ſee, are but the ne- 


4 . 


bliſhmen; 


— events eee 
— — . 


EC: - T 


ORIGIN, of EVIL. 229 


bliſhment of any Religion which God can 
communicate to Man, in whoſe hands its- 
Divinity can never long preſerve its purity | 
or keep it unmixed with his imperfections, 
his folly and wickedneſs. Nay, ſo far is 
the Divinity of a Revelation from being 
able to prevent its corruption, that it will 


but increaſe and haſten it; for the greater 


ſhare of Divinity it partakes, the greater 


muſt be its Excellence; the greater its Ex- 


cellence, the more univerſal muſt be its 


Approbation; the more it is approved, 
the more it muſt be encouraged; the more 


it is encouraged, the ſooner it will be eſtab- 5 


lied; and the Tooner it is eſtabliſhed, the 
ſooner it ' miſt be corrupted 'and made 


lubſervient to the worſt purpoſes of the 
worſt of men ; yet it is plain this Eſtab- 
 lſhment is no more than the conſequence 
| of its excellence, and men's -approbation 3 . 
no more than the alternative of its total 


3 ex- 
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_ extinction, and without which it cannot be 
Preſerved at all; and theæpgfbf 
tion of et divine 0 welatlon « communi. 
cited#o Man, . by: che nature of Man, 
early” unavoidable. | . 


2 
wy * 


Fe the corrup- 


:Sohes hi has 5 here ſaid 5 it appears 
alia, that all the numerous Evils which 
adhere to, and all the miſchievous effects 
which follow all human Religions, whether 
natural or revealed, by no means owe 
their exiſtence to any want of power, wil- 
dom ar goodneſs in God, but like all 
others; 40 the. imperfection of Man; that 
is, t6 his folly and wickedneſs, which muſt 
ipevitapiy corrupt them. It is alſo, | 
chung, "pd geſg gent, that all arguments 
Ke einst, die divine Original of 
nit, founded on its impe 

and ee conſequences, (which are 
all, 1 — de have Ld weight) ma 
„ x be 
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de viel t6 be vain and inconcluſive ; and 
this not by concealing or denying thoſe 
imperfections and pernicious conſequences, 
as many have abſurdly attempted, but 
by fairly ſhewing, that they all proceed 
from the imperfections of thoſe Creatures YN 
to whom it is revealed; and that, fo long 
as thoſe continue, theſe cannot be prevent. 
ed by any wiſdom,” 1 7 7 r Power 
"IRENE" Nur 
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*If v we SIN into the Deiſtical ding of ˙. 
hy al times, we ſhall find, that they; have always 
"attacked the Chriſtian Religion,moſt ſugceſsfully 


from this Ground; they have "Thewed the many 
Ilm perfections that adhere to it; ind then con- 


cluded, that nothing imperfect ;copld::derive its 
Original from God: their adverſaries. haue inju- 
. diciouſly' denjed thoſe Tmperfetions, . which for 
the moſt part are true, and agree“ t to their Con- 
cluſion, which is indiſputablyy falſe; for every thin 9 
we poſſeſs is derived from God, and yet urs polleſs 
a end ued with wee 
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Thus, Sir, if I miſtake not, I have ſuf. 
ficiently, tho? conciſely, anſwered that moſt 
abſtruſe and important Queſtion, Whence 
came Evil? and proved, that all the Evils 
we feel, and all which we ſee around us, 
derogate not in the leaſt from the wiſdom, 
power, or goodneſs of our Creator; but 
proceed entirely from that ſubordination 


which is ſo neceſſary to the happineſs and 
even to the exiſtence of the great and in- 


comprehenſible Whole. I have ſhewn that 
all ſubordination muſt imply imperfection 


in ſome Beiogy or other; and that all im- 
perfection muſt conſiſt in the abſence of 


comparative g good, or eee of po- 


tive Evil. TI have ſhewn that moſt of the 
| Evils we vſually complain of are of the 
firſt kind; the want only of - thoſe perfec- | 
tions we-fee others enjoy, or imagine infi- 
Hite power might have beſtowed upon our- 
© felyes ; 5 Which are therefore 1 in fact no E- 
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ORIGIN of EVIL. 233 
vlss at all; that thoſe of the latter ſort, or 
poſitive Evils, are ſuch as from the nature 
of things muſt intrude themſelves into all 
Creation, and therefore that Omnipotence 
can do no more than make choice of that 
Syſtem which admits the feweſt; being o- 
bliged by the imperfection of all created 
Beings, the untractableneſs of Matter, and 
| ſome incomprehenſible connection between 
Good and Evil, Happineſs and Miſery, to 
admit both, or to give exiſtence to neither. 
| have likewiſe ſhewn that Moral Evil may 
have its neceſſity and utility, as well as Na- | 
| tural; at leaſt, that if Natural Evils are 
neceſſary, Moral ones are expedient, to 
prevent that neceſſary Miſery. from falling 
to the ſhare of perfect Innocence, and to 
convert unavoidable ſufferings into juſt pu- 
niſhments ; that tho? the eſſence of all Mo- 
ral Evil conſiſts in the production of Natu- 
ral, yet it may have ſome collateral tendency 
to 
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| to Good; and that the Wicked, whilſt. ti 
are juſtly puniſhed for the miſeries which. 


contribute to univerſal happineſs. I have 


courſe be unavoidable, they being but the 


higheſt degree imperfect, and big with all 
ignorant and wicked ereatures over each 


ed only by fear of puniſhment or hopes of 
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ſame vitious and unjuſtifiable methods 
that no power whatever can give a perfect 
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they occaſion, may probably, by that very 
guilt and puniſhment, ſome. way remotely 


ſhewn that if Natural and Moral Evil 
could not be prevented, the exiſtence of 


Political and Religious Evils muſt of 


certain conſequences. of the other: that 
all human Government | muſt be in the 


manner of Evils, being the dominion of 
other; that, as ſuch creatures can be govern- 
reward, all government amongſt them mult 


be foundęd on Violence or Corruption, 
and ever ſupported and adminiſtred by the 
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Ras to ſo imperfect a creature as Man, ; 
either by Nature or Revelation; ; not by na- 
ture, becauſe, whilſt that is human nature, 
he can never diſcover by Reaſon the Truths 
on which a perfect Syſtem of Theology or 
Ethics can be erected ; not by Revelation, 
becauſe he wants faculties to comprehend _ 
ſuch ſupernatural diſcoveries, altho they 
ſhould be imparted to him; that, was he 
capable of once receiving a perfect Reli- 
gion, it is not poſſible he could long retain | 
it; becauſe, if ir could be kept entirely ſe⸗ 
parate from his worldly intereſts, it would 
ſoon be neglected and periſh in oblivion; J 
and, if i it was not, ſuch a connection would 
quickly corrupt its purity, and deſtroy its 
eſſence, ſo that national eſtabliſhments 
would be neceſſary for its ſupport, : and yet 
infallibly productive of its deſtruction. 
That all' theſe Evils proceed not from 
vrong diſpoſitions or accidental cauſes, bur 
bngly 
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ture as Man with all his imperfections 


be annexed to his ſituation, and adhere to 


and to his religion: that, in like manner, 
all other created Beings muſt have Evils 


and proportioned to their inferiority ; v not- 
| withſtanding all which, there is as much 
| Good, and as little Evil in the univerſal 
: ſyſtem as the nature of Creation will admit 
of; and that therefore it is a work equal 
to what we might expect from the Opera- 
tions of infinite Benevolence joined with 


236 The N ATURE, &c. 
fingly and ſolely from the imperfection of 
Man; and yet that in the gradation from 


infinite perfection to abſolute nothing, there 
muſt be one rank occupied by ſuch a Crea. 


about him; that theſe imperfections muſt 


every thing that relates to him, to his hap- 
pineſs, to his morals, to his government, 


and Imperfections peculiar to their ſtations 


infinite Power. 
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